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Home Learning  

After feedback from parents/carers about how great Twitter is for bringing the school community together, and how useful 

our learning packs are, we would like to enhance the Learning At Home resources on the school website further by making 

them available online by 9 am every Monday morning (in term time).  Mr Beazer has very kindly offered to adapt his  

working week to make sure he has time to prepare and upload all the content ready for you to access it by this time each 

week.  Some parents/carers have also said how useful it would be for children to be able to see a clip of their teacher to 

introduce a new skill or concept before pupils complete a home learning task on it. We will, therefore, explore this for you 

as we want to support where we can. 

Attached to this bulletin is the first edition of the resource ‘Sheffield Learning Together ‘ - a weekly home learning  

supplement published in partnership with the Sheffield Star.  The supplement will be available with the Sheffield Star each 

Thursday, and can also be accessed on the Learn Sheffield website as a PDF for schools and parents (https://

learnsheffield.co.uk/Covid-19).  We have also attached a few relevant pages for you at the back of this bulletin. 

Whilst highlighting the many resources available to support your child’s home learning, please be reassured that we  

appreciate that many of you are trying to balance working from home whilst simultaneously supervising  your child/ren.  

Important things you can do to support your child at this time is to make sure he/she, and you, are loved, cared for, and 

are both physically and emotionally healthy.  Please do not worry if you are not able to access or complete all resources we 

signpost you to - they are there to support  you and you can dip into these as and when you are able to in the new routine 

you have established.  We really do appreciate all that you are doing at home but know it may not always be easy.          

Remember, you’re doing a great job!  

Points Learning Network Games at Home 2020 - Stay Active, Get Involved!  

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the Points Learning Network Games 2020 had to be cancelled.  This 

is always one of the best days on the school calendar, and cancelling it left a big hole, with huge disappointment for many 

schools.  However, an alternative version will be taking place at home.  There are five events for you to attempt as part of 

the competition. Once you have completed the events you will need to upload your score using the online score sheet.  

This will then be added to our school’s total score.  The more people in our school that take part, the more points for our 

school, so get your classmates and friends involved.  

How it works 

 Follow this link: https://sites.google.com/view/points-learning-network-sports/home    

 Watch the simple videos of the rules and descriptions of the five events 

 Have a practice 

 Complete the five events 

 Submit your score 

Get your school friends to take part, the more people scoring points for your school, the more chance there is of your 

school winning.  Please only upload one set of scores per person per day.  Keep checking who is winning! 

You have until 24th May to get your entries in. 

 Tweet your attempts using @PointsLN and @HalfwayNI 



 

Weekly Family Bulletin 
Monday 11th May 2020 

www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org 

Government update from the Prime Minister 

In the Prime Minister’s televised announcement last night, Mr Johnson said that it is NOT time to end lock down yet, and 

he discussed actions to help avoid a second spike of the coronavirus in the UK.  He said, "This is not the time simply to end 

the lockdown this week. Instead we are taking the first careful steps to modify our measures." 

Mr Johnson shared news of a "first sketch of a roadmap for reopening society", although he emphasised that this plan was 

conditional and would be dependent on infection rates, science and outcomes at each stage. 

Included in this, the prime minister said there ‘may be’ a phased reopening of primary schools in England “in stages” to 

some pupils/certain year groups "at the earliest by 1 June”, although this is again dependent on targets being met and on-

going advice from experts.   

The announcement has raised lots of questions regarding the reopening of schools, although schools have not been issued 

with any additional guidance on this as yet.  Therefore, please bear with us whilst we wait for further clarification from the 

government and subsequent appropriate local guidance from Sheffield City Council.   We shall, of course, share information 

with parents/carers as soon as we are able to do so and we will work with other Sheffield schools to develop a cohesive 

approach and response towards schools reopening.   

Whatever the plan will be, and when the time is deemed right for schools to begin to reopen, we will make the necessary 

arrangements to ensure continued welfare and safety on site before we increase numbers attending school.  Please be 

assured that the safety and wellbeing of all members of our school community will be at the heart of all decisions made. 

As it stands, schools are still only open for those children of key workers and those classed as vulnerable, and the list of 
eligibility has not changed since the start of the lockdown. Therefore, even if you have to go back to work after last night’s 
announcement as you are unable to work from home, we will not be able to offer childcare for your child unless you are a 
key worker.  If the government advice changes on this, and as/when schools are instructed to open to other children, we 
will need time to ensure we have plans in place to look after increased numbers of children in school, as well as keep them 
and staff safe.  We will make sure that we stay in regular contact with you about this.  

 

My child is eligible to attend school during current school closure as I’m a key worker/my child is 

classed as vulnerable 

Please continue to book in for childcare as you have been doing by emailing the school office on enquiries@halfway-

inf.sheffield.gov.uk. 

If your child has not yet attended school since the start of the closure and your childcare needs change/you are no longer 

able to care for them safely at home, please contact us.  Please be aware, though, that we need adequate notice before 

confirming additional places.  A skeleton staff team has been organised to care for the small numbers of children who have 

been attending school and have booked provision.  We may need time, therefore, to amend our plans and to prepare 

properly for any increase in numbers in school. 

Thank you for your understanding and support to  help keep everyone safe in school. 

 

 



Support for Parents during COVID from Sheffield’s Parenting Team 

Isolation, working at home, and home schooling, are all additional pressures on parents, and we know being a parent can 

have its challenges.  Sheffield Council has developed and identified a range of online materials and useful videos for 

parents and carers to support them in their parenting role.  These are all based on the evidence based parenting 

programmes that we use in Sheffield.   

A. Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

Follow the social media channels below where regular tips, videos, and information for families are posted. 

Short clips with parenting advice will be added here every week, as well as Family Centre information and activities.   

Facebook – Sheffield Family Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldFamilyCentres/  

Twitter – SheffFamilyCtrs 

https://twitter.com/shefffamilyctrs  

Instagram – SheffieldFamilyCentres 

https://www.instagram.com/sheffieldfamilycentres/?hl=en 

B. You Tube  

Short videos of the parenting team discussing parenting topics are posted here.  

Sheffield Family Centres 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGYnErRUpkjQ_GhejRZnzhQ 

Topics include: 

 Descriptive commenting to develop language in children 

 Praising your children and positive attention 

 Developing your new baby’s brain 

 Sleep 

 Messy play activities and other early years topics.  

C. Triple P Short videos:  

Sheffield Council’s parenting team delivers the Triple P Programme.  This is an internationally evaluated and coordinated 

programme.  

Quick Tips Video blogs by Dr Claire Halsey from Triple P are now available on the Triple P You Tube.  Follow this link:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXr7Tr3VvxM&list=PLODe0whJ65IpKLRws_050rSqoDFNKR6sm  

These cover topics such as helping children feel safe, keeping busy, routines, tolerating uncertainty, taking care of 

yourself.   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXr7Tr3VvxM&list=PLODe0whJ65IpKLRws_050rSqoDFNKR6sm


D. Triple P Tips and Blogs 

Parenting During COVID-19 - the Triple P Parenting Guide –Top 10 tips - read or download here (https://

www.silverserviceconsultancy.co.uk/covid/covid-19-guide-a4-uk-en.pdf) 

Blog post – How to manage when you’re all at home (including working from home) 

E. Online Groups and direct support 

During COVID, group programmes have moved online, and are now delivered through Zoom.  These include a weekly 

programme for parents of children of all ages and needs.  Sheffield Council can offer parents in Sheffield a free Triple P  

On-Line programme.   

If parents wish to access this, email the team directly on sheffieldparenting@sheffield.gov.uk.  (Please let us know what 

you would like support with, and leave your name and contact details, so someone from the parenting team can contact 

you.) 

You can also see more information here:  https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/social-care/positive-parenting 

Health and Wellbeing 

Gregg Fell (Director of Public Health in Sheffield) has posted a short video in which he signposts people to organisations/

resources available to support mental health and wellbeing -  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=24ZIEd7NUoc&utm_content=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_name=&utm_term=&utm_medium=email 

In particular, he talks about :  

1. Sheffield Mental Health Guide  

If you would like to speak to someone about available support please call:  0114 273 7009 , or go https://

www.sheffieldmentalhealth.co.uk/ 

2. Sheffield IAPT (Improving Access to Psychological Therapies) 

Call the service on 0114 226 4380 

If your service is closed for the day, or you do not currently receive support from one of their services and you need urgent 

help, you can contact the IAPT Single Point of Access team on 0114 226 3636.  The team is available 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. 

Helpline for bereavement 

Sheffield City Council has launched a new service to help people who have suffered a bereavement during the Covid-19 

outbreak.  

The accredited service, an adult counselling helpline delivered in the city by Listening Ear, is available through a free phone 

number 0800 048 5224. 

 

Please take care, stay safe and do keep in touch. 

Kindest regards, 

Paula Bestall 

 

 


























