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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

What’s 

Happening this 

Week? 

1-3 pm F2 Big PE 

 

 1-3 pm Y2 Big PE 

 

1-3 pm Y1 Big PE  

 

 

And Next 

Week ? 

1-3 pm F2 Big PE 

3pm Karate After School Club 

3pm Choir After School Club 

3pm Gardening After School Club 1-3 pm Y2 Big PE 

3pm Disney Ballet After School 

Club  

 

World Book Day  

1-3 pm Y1 Big PE  

3pm Football After School Club 

9am Birthday Assembly  

3pm Pop Song and Dance After 

School Club 

Attendance for the week ending 14th  

February 2020 

Overall attendance for the week was 98.1% 

Upcoming Diary Dates 

Thursday 27th 

February,  
4 - 5:30pm  

Mini athletics Festival (30 children have been 
invited to attend)  

Thursday 5th 

March  
World Book Day—children in F2, Y1 and Y2 are 
welcome to come into school dressed as their 
favourite character from a story book.  Nursery will 
have its own bedtime story day—PJs at the ready! 

Friday 6th March, 
9am  

March Birthday Assembly for parents/carers with 
March born children  

Thursday 19th 

March 
Rescheduled visit by local poet and author Conrad 
Burdekin 

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 99.1 

Crafty Chameleons 97.4 

Rainbow Fish 98.0 

Hungry Caterpillars 99.0 

Gruffalos 99.0 

Elmers 95.5 

After School Clubs 

After School Clubs start NEXT week.  You will receive a letter this week  

confirming whether your child has secured a place on Clubs for which he/she 

has applied. 
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Feedback from the February 2020 Parent/Carer Survey    
 
What you love… 
 

 The school communicates well, and the newsletter and the texting systems are ‘excellent’ 

 Staff are (in your words!) 'excellent', 'professional', 'kind' and 'supportive'  

 ‘Staff make learning fun’ for the children 

 98% agree that school is well led and managed.   Thank you to those of you who feel that school is managed 

‘fantastically’ well, with parents/carers reporting that leaders ‘respond quickly and thoroughly’ to questions raised 

 100% agree their child is ‘well cared for and nurtured at school’  

 The 'family' and ‘homely’ feel to school 

 The 'great range' of after school clubs 

 100% agree that the quality of teaching and learning is consistently high 

 98% feel that we make sure children are well behaved.  Parents/carers reported they like our behaviour 

management including rewards and the use of sticker badges to record and celebrate achievements.  100% also 

feel we deal effectively with bullying. 

 ‘A fantastic school where the staff work tirelessly to help children achieve both academically and emotionally’, with 

98% of parents/carers agreeing their child is making good progress. 

 Parents/carers feel that every member of staff in school is friendly and treat the children 'fairly and equally' 

 We always take time to listen  

 We know each child in school, and are genuinely interested in what the children have to say 

 100% of parents/carers report their children feel safe at school 

 100% would recommend our school to other parents  :-)  

(58 parents/carers completed the survey) 

Questions you raised and actions planned from your feedback... 

Do the newsletter dates for the diary always relate to nursery?  

Not always, but we try and make this clear where we can.  The newsletter includes a separate nursery section for specific 

information that relates to our nursery children/parents. 

Would more homework help my child? 

The impact of homework has been extensively researched; results can show that pupils in schools which give more 

homework perform better, although, for primary age pupils the difference is small (there is stronger evidence that it is 

helpful at secondary level, but there is much less evidence of benefit at primary level).  Continued overleaf...  

 

 

 

 



Research shows that parents can have a positive effect on homework completion and help children to develop effective 

learning habits.  There is some evidence that suggests short focused tasks or activities which relate directly to what is 

being taught, and which are built upon in school, are likely to be more effective than regular daily homework.  Therefore, 

we set an age appropriate amount of home learning that is linked to learning in class, such as spellings and reading 

activities.  Now we have our new phonics reading books, and access to these books online, we hope that the tasks we are 

able to set for home learning will be even more closely linked with the learning that happens in the classroom. 

Why is the handwriting approach different in different schools?  

All local schools aim to deliver the statutory curriculum objectives for developing handwriting.  We aim to help children 

develop good control and co-ordination, handle equipment and tools effectively and establish good handwriting habits 

from the beginning.  By the end of Year 2, we aim for pupils to form individual letters correctly, forming lower-case letters 

of the correct size relative to one another, and for children to start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes 

needed to join letters (whilst understanding which letters are best left un-joined when adjacent to one another). 

Although each school is able to decide on how exactly it delivers the EYFS and national curriculum objectives, we agree 

that consistency is important for children.  Whilst visitors to our school, including Ofsted, have recognised the strength of 

handwriting practice in our school and the high quality of presentation and handwriting in the children’s books, we have 

decided to review our approach as we would also like the children’s learning to be developmental as they move from KS1 

to KS2.  Therefore, our staff will be attending joint training sessions this year with local schools so we can develop a 

consistent approach to be implemented fully by September 2020. 

How can we improve feedback about teaching and learning, and how can working parents be more involved and access 

information?  

This is an area we will be discussing as a staff team as, although 93% of you agree that you receive the right amount of 

information about learning and progress and like the ways we share information with you, we would like to make this 

even better for you!  For example, we will be reviewing how we share information about targets/assessments, including 

on our website, about the ‘Point in Time’ assessments, and how we use planners to communicate this information with 

you.  We shall also be exploring how technology can help you to access information more readily from home/work e.g. 

parental access to our online learning portal ‘SeeSaw’ and ‘Phonics Bug’ resources.  We are also re-launching our new 

approach to reading, including new ‘Phonics Bug’ resources, and will be sending information home about this in the next 

few weeks. 

Why can’t the same fundraising events happen each year, including the Winter/Summer Fairs? 

Your fundraising and support for school really is appreciated, and our small but dedicated Parent/Teacher Group ‘Friends 

of Halfway Nursery Infant School’ meets every half term to organise events that you and your children will enjoy, but that 

are also manageable for the very few members that attend and support the group.   

If an event is not able to take place, this really is not due to staff not wanting to give their time.  Our staff go above and 

beyond every day, and really are beyond generous with the amount of time they dedicate to school and our children 

(especially in comparison with the number of hours they actually get paid!).  The truth is that we cannot do this alone.  

Months of preparation goes into events such as the Summer Fair, and our very small budget and, therefore, small staff 

team means that we have to depend on volunteers to support us to be able to run these events - staff have to prioritise 

maintaining our high standards in teaching and learning as we do not have capacity to release them.  For example, we 

unfortunately had to cancel the Christmas Fair this year as only 4 volunteers were able to help.  We too were very 

disappointed this could not go ahead as it is always such a lovely event, but really do know how busy you are too and 

appreciate that parents/carers, just like our staff, are trying to spin lots of plates with commitments and also keep healthy 

and well.  Therefore, we have tried to plan other fundraising events that are just as fun for the children, but which are 

more manageable as they need less people to run them e.g. our Valentine’s discos and our upcoming Easter Raffle and 

sponsored Readathon in March.   

 



How much physical activity should the children do? 

Statutory entitlement to PE is 2 hours per week for our Y1 and Y2 children, and they access this over an entire afternoon 

rather than 2 smaller sessions in our ‘Big PE’ sessions.  This approach is super popular with children and parents/carers 

alike as, not only do they get to come in their kits all day (so do not waste time getting changed into their PE kits in PE 

time), but they also have access to sessions led by their class teacher and a specialist coach.  For example, children in both 

Y1 and Y2 have a session taught by their class teacher and also a session with a specialist sports coach in their Big PE 

afternoons, and children in Foundation 2 access sessions with their class teacher and also Forest Schools sessions with Mrs 

Hunter to develop their physical skills. 

In addition to this weekly Big PE afternoon, our aim is for all children to have a minimum of 30 minutes physical activity 

every day at school, and we do this through a wide range of timetabled activities on our school yard/s.  We have also 

employed a play leader who works alongside our PE Lead, Miss Maloney, who organises adult and child led activities and 

games each lunchtime such as basketball, bat/ball skills, football, athletics and throwing/catching skills.  She also 

encourages children to use the markings on the yard, such as our ‘daily mile’.  The Government would like to see children 

having 30 minutes additional exercise out of school each day, and Miss Maloney is going to start a regular Sports Slot in 

our newsletter to give you great ideas to encourage the children to put down those devices and get active at home!  

How closely do the Infant and Junior School work together? 

We feel that a strong working relationship between the Infant and Junior school is vital, and leaders and Governors at 

both schools agree.  With that in mind, we are working much closer together, and have forged stronger relationships over 

the past 18 months e.g. regular meetings between senior leaders now take place, shared staff training sessions have been 

scheduled, and we will continue to review and develop approaches and policies at the Infant School for further 

consistency, where appropriate and relevant. 

Is learning repeated?  

We learn in many different ways - by experiencing, participating, practising, discussing, exploring, doing, making 

connections, analysing, evaluating and applying new knowledge and skills etc.  Our curriculum is designed to both make 

sure that learning is progressive and developmental across school, but also to give the children important opportunities to 

revisit and consolidate skills and knowledge already learnt. 

At the beginning of each academic year, each class teacher/year group may spend time revisiting and consolidating 

learning from the previous year before the time is right to move the children on.  6 weeks away from school is a long time 

for all of us, and we want to make sure that previous learning has been retained, and really is secure, before we build new 

learning on top of this.  This ensures the new learning is built upon really solid foundations. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who completed this year’s online survey—your feedback really is important to us and your comments 

are already making a difference to the actions we take as a school.  Whilst we value all feedback, including on areas we 

can improve on, it was also lovely to read the overwhelmingly positive comments about the areas you                         

value and feel we already do really well. 

Thank you 
 

 



  Times Table Rockstars 

When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy are important – the more facts your child remembers, the easier it is 

for them to do harder calculations.  Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help children 

master their times tables!  

The children in Y1 and Y2 have been introduced to the Times Table Rockstars games in 

school as part of their Maths lessons. However you can also access this game from home 

simply by visiting https://play.ttrockstars.com/ and filling in your child’s login details or 

you can also download an App for the Iphone/Ipad or Android App through which your 

child may practice. Letters were sent home before Christmas with individual login details.  

If you are unsure of your child’s login please ask your class teacher or see Mrs Jordan for 

their details so that you can enjoy this game from home. 

Thank you for your support and I am sure your hard work and theirs will have a direct impact and make them a Times 

Table Rock Star!  

Mrs Jordan 

Sponsored Reading Challenge 

To celebrate World Book Day and promote reading with our children, our Friends of HNIS Group is holding a Sponsored 

Read.  This will take place between Saturday 29 February and Sunday 8 March.  The children will be doing extra reading 

every day in school, and we are asking you to support the sponsored read by helping your child spend a small amount of 

time each day either reading to themselves, to others, or being read to.  They can read anything— books, magazines 

comics, recipes etc.  Anything with words! 

You will have already have received a sponsor form, which should be returned to school with the sponsor money by 

Monday 16 March. 

 

 

NURSERY NEWS 

Donations please! 

We would be very grateful for all donations of the following toys for this term: 

Toy tools 

Baby High Chairs 

Hard bodied dolls 

Remote control toys 

Microphones 

Baby clothes and baby toys  

Wool/material for creative work 

Old (suitable) birthday cards.  

Bedtime Story Day 

Nursery will be organising a Bedtime Story Day, so PJs at the ready nursery children and staff! 



Nut Free School 

Can we please ask you to ensure that your child’s lunchtime/snack  does not contain nuts.  This helps us to ensure that 

risks to children with severe allergies are minimised.  If you are affected by this and would like further information, this 

can be obtained from the Anaphylaxis Campaign which supports people with severe allergies (Helpline 01252 542 029). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sponsored Reading Challenge 

The Friends Group is holding a 

Sponsored Read—more details can 

be found in the main body of this 

newsletter. 

Next Friends Group Meeting: 

Thursday 5 March  

5-6pm  

(in the staffroom) 

Friends Group:  What is it? 

Every parent\carer of a child attending our Nursery and 

School are automatically members of the Friends Group.  

It is a friendly and accessible meeting place for 

parents\carers, staff and others who are interested in our 

children, as well as a fund-raising vehicle.  Our meetings 

are very informal, and everyone is welcome. 

 

The Group (formerly known as HIP Group) plans events 

such as the Beach Party Summer Fayre, the 

Winter Fayre and the Autumn & Spring 

Discos.  It also organises the Christmas Card 

scheme, Easter Egg hunts, visits from Santa 

and lots of other great activities.  

 

Since its creation, the group has raised 

in excess of £50,000, which has been 

used to provide, amongst other things, 

new playground markings, classroom 

equipment and new technologies, as well as book bags, 

Christmas gifts and entertainers.  It also paid for the trim 

trail and story telling area. 

 

All our events are listed on our PTA Social page.  PTA 

Social is a simple way for the whole school community to 

plan school events together online, and get to know each 

other. For all the latest updates, and to volunteer to help 

out, just click the link below.  (if you aren’t a member yet, 

you will be emailed an invitation to join once you’ve 

clicked on the link). 

 

https://app.ptasocial.com/register/friends-hnis 

 

If you need more help, please contact any member of the 

Friends of HNIS committee: 

Chair:  Jenny Thorne 

(mother of children in Nursery F1 and F2) 

Treasurer:  Joanne Clare 

(can be contacted through PTA Social) 

Secretary & School Contact:  Lindsay Tatham (works in 

the School Office) 

Friends of HNIS 



 Class Photographs 
 
Our school photographer will be in school on Wednesday 4th March to take class photographs. 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March – Reminder 

Thursday 5th March is World Book Day and one way in which we are asking you to join in is to come to school dressed as a 

character from a book or bring a prop to represent a character. You do not need to buy anything special in order to do this – 

be creative with what you already have at home. Below are some ideas for home-made costumes from https://

www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas-2019/ (where there are plenty more to inspire you!) If children do not want to 

dress up or bring a prop then please can they come to school in school uniform. 

 We will also be asking you to take a picture of the most extreme places you can read in. Photos should be emailed into 

school at: enquiries@halfway-jun.sheffield.sch.uk or tag us in them on Twitter @HalfwayJunior.  More information about 

what we will be doing during this day will be sent out during the week. 

Y3 Learn to Ride 

On Thursday 12th March our Y3 children are invited to join a Learn to Ride session with our Active Travel Officer, Amy Baron-

Hall.  The sessions are for children who are unable to balance on two wheels.  Please look out for the ParentMail form to 

sign your child up. 

Sports Relief – Friday 13th March – Reminder 

Sports Relief runs from 9th – 13th March and this year we will be doing a variety of activities across school. One of the ways 

in which we will be raising money for this charity is asking children to come to school dressed in their sports kit on Friday 

13th March, bringing in £1 donation.  Throughout the week we will also be selling official Sports Relief wristbands.  We will 

keep you up-to-date about the events we will be running over the next few weeks and how the Y3s (who are on a trip) can 

also get involved. 

Parent Consultation Bookings – Reminder 

Parent Consultation Evenings will take place on Wednesday 18th and Thursday 19th March between 3.30pm-5.30pm and 

3.30pm-6.30pm, respectively.  We will be using Parent’s Evening Manager on ParentMail – so you can book your parents’ 

evening appointments from your smartphone, tablet or computer. You will be alerted instantly once the appointment book-

ing goes live at 4pm today, 24th February and will be able to select appointment times that are convenient to you. 

 

 

 


