
   

If a child receiving SEN Support continues to make less than expected progress, even 

though school has been doing all it can to understand and meet his/her needs, then the 

parents or school should request an EHC needs assessment. 

Education Health and Care Plans 

Statements of SEN and Learning Difficulty Assessments are being replaced with Education 

Health and Care (EHC) Plans, which are intended to be more integrated and child-

centred.  

An EHC plan is a formal legal document which describes a child’s educational, health and 

social care needs and the provision required to meet those needs and achieve agreed long 

term outcomes.  Any provision specified in the relevant sections must be provided.   

 

The threshold for EHC Plans is the same as for statements; that is, where the special 

educational provision required by the child cannot reasonably be provided from the 

resources (money and expertise) normally available to school. This only applies to a small 

minority (2-3%) of youngsters. 

If your child currently has a statement 

Existing statements are gradually being converted into EHC Plans.  All existing statements 

must be converted by April 2018. 

 

The conversion process 

The process starts when the local authority sends you a formal notice of the transfer 

review and invites you to attend a transfer review meeting, giving you at least 2 weeks’ 

notice.  The meeting will normally be held at school in place of the annual review 

discussion. 

If your child does not have a statement but you think he/she may need an EHC 

Plan 

Most children with SEND will have their needs met without requiring an EHC Plan.  

However, if a learner is making less than expected progress, even though the 

school/nursery has been doing all it can to understand and meet his/her needs and to 

provide the right kind of support, then the parents or school should request an EHC Needs 

Assessment. 

 

 

Before a local authority can issue an EHC Plan, it must carry out an EHC needs assessment.  

This is a full investigation of a child’s education, health and social care needs. 

Requesting an EHC Needs Assessment 

Before a local authority can issue an EHC Plan, it must carry out an EHC needs 

assessment.  This is a full investigation of a child’s education, health and social care 

needs. 

The people who can request an EHC needs assessment are the parents and 

representatives of the school. 

Considering a request 

In order to make its decision, the local authority will ask your child’s education 

provider to complete an assessment.  The key consideration is whether your child has 

made less than expected progress, despite the school having done all it can to 

understand and meet his/her needs and provide the right kind of support. 

Carrying out the assessment 

The local authority must seek advice and information from the parents/carers, the 

school/nursery, an educational psychologist, health and social care professionals, 

specialist teachers (if your child has a vision or hearing impairment), and any other 

person requested by you. 

The local authority must tell you, within 16 weeks of the initial assessment request, 

whether or not it is going to issue an EHC Plan.  If the authority decides not to issue a 

plan, you have the right to appeal. 

Co-producing the plan 

Once all the information and advice has been gathered, you will be invited to a multi-

agency meeting.  The purpose of this is to develop the EHC Plan with the 

professionals involved in the assessment.  You will also be asked if you would like a 

personal budget. 

The draft plan 

The local authority will send you a draft plan and invite you to comment on it.  If you 

have requested a personal budget, the draft plan will include a proposed budget.  

You will also be asked to name the school which you want your child to attend.  The 

local authority will consult the school before naming it in the EHC Plan.  Once named 

in the final plan, that school must admit your child. 



 

What is changing? 

A new law called the Children and Families Act is changing the way in which children with 

special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) receive support.  The table below shows 

how the new system relates to what was previously in place. 

OLD SYSTEM NEW SYSTEM 

 Statements of SEN 

 Learning Difficulty 
Assessments 

Education and Health Care (EHC) 
Plans 

 School Action 

 School Action Plus 

 Early Years Action 

 Early Years Action Plus 

SEN Support 

 

The Local Offer 

The Children and Families Act requires local authorities to publish a “local offer” website 

with information about the support and services available locally to children with SEND.  

You can access the Sheffield “local offer” at www.sheffield.gov.uk/localoffer or via the 

school’s website.  Information is provided on childcare, sport and leisure activities, short 

breaks and other social care services, support groups, education, health services and 

transport. 

SEN Support 

School Action/Early Years Action and School Action Plus/Early Years Action Plus are being 

replaced by “SEN Support”.  Children should be placed on SEN Support if they have a 

learning difficulty or disability which means that they need provision that is different 

from, or additional to, that normally available to pupils of the same age.  They do not 

need a formal diagnosis to qualify.  No children should lose their existing support simply 

because the system is changing. 

Parents will be told if school is making special educational provision for their child.  School 

staff should meet with parents of children with SEND at least three times a year to review 

progress.  Parents should be given a written summary of the outcomes, action and 

support agreed at these meetings.   

 

The final plan 

The local authority must issue a final EHC Plan within 20 weeks of the initial 

assessment request.  Once an EHC Plan has been issued, the authority must secure the 

special educational provision in the Plan, and the Clinical Commissioning Group must 

arrange the health provision.  An EHC Plan must be reviewed annually. 

Key concepts 

Outcomes 

The SEN reforms shift the focus from inputs (e.g. hours of teaching assistant support) 

to outcomes (what an intervention is expected to achieve).  This applies to all learners 

with SEND, not just those with an EHC Plan. 

 

Personal Budgets 

If your child has an EHC Plan, you have the right to request a personal budget.  Its 

purpose is to give families more control over the services and support they receive.  A 

personal budget can be provided as a notional budget held by the local authority or 

school, as a direct payment, or as a combination of the two. 

 

Less than expected progress 

Less than expected progress is defined as: 

 Making significantly slower progress than children of the same age,  starting 

from the same baseline; 

 Failing to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress; 

 Widening the attainment gap, or failing to close it. 

Useful contacts 

Sheffield SENDIAS  (formerly Parent Partnership) 

Tel: 273 6009 

Email:  ed-parent.partnership@sheffield.gov.uk 

Provides impartial information, advice and support to children with SEND and their 

parents. 

Council SEN Assessment and Placement Team 

Tel: 273 6393 

Email: ed-sensupportteam@sheffield.gov.uk 
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