
Experience, Develop, Use (EDUcate):  
An Approach to the New National 

Curriculum 2014 

 

Experience/Engage: Children should be exposed to and engaged in a concept/idea in as many 

different ways to gain experience of it. This is an essential part of the learning process. If children 

haven’t seen, heard or felt part of an idea or concept then they can’t possibly claim to have any 

experience of it. A child with limited or no experience of something cannot possibly develop learning 

to enable them to use this concept/idea in real life. It is our role as teachers to provide exposure to 

and experience of a whole range of notions, ideas and concepts to enable children to understand 

them and use them appropriately in the real world. Whilst providing experience its essential that 

teachers assess children as individuals’ starting points will be very different. AfL at this stage will 

provide a valuable insight into what future learning needs to take place for children to gain a true 

understanding. 

Develop: Once children have gained some experience of a concept/idea and teachers have activated 

prior learning and clearly identified gaps in learning, then together, teaching can be shaped to 

develop skills and knowledge to fill gaps in understanding and move learning on. It is in this stage 

where children should make most progress in developing basic skills and teachers should be 

constantly reflecting on learning and shaping (and re-shaping lessons) teaching to maximise progress 

for all children.  

Use: Once children have developed skills and knowledge and can confidently use them in isolation, it 

is important we provide children with opportunities to use and apply these newly developed skills 

and knowledge in real life, purposeful and meaningful situations. It is only in these situations that 

children will truly show a genuine understanding of a concept/idea, as they should be able to 

transfer skills/knowledge in the real world, explaining what they have been learning, why they have 

been learning it and what use it is to them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Application in Literacy 2014 

 Literacy sequences of learning will be taught over 2-3 weeks. 

 Sequences of learning will consist of narrative, non-fiction and poetry. 

 Each half term should have a minimum of 2 learning sequences. 

 Narrative sequences could include: stories with familiar settings, stories with a repeated or 

patterned text, stories by the same author, stories from other cultures, stories from the 

past, fantasy stories, extended stories, stories by a significant author etc. 

 Non-fiction sequences could include: captions & labels, instructions, non-chronological 

reports, newspapers and magazines, recipes, information texts, explanations, 

autobiographical writing, dictionaries and encyclopaedias etc. 

 Poetry sequences could include: Rhyming poems, rhyming couplets, acrostic poetry, 

calligrams, famous poets, poems on a theme, repeating/patterned poetry, chants, nursery 

rhymes, songs and lyrics etc. 

 Literacy sequences will identify clear learning objectives in relation to READING 

(comprehension & word), SPOKEN LANGUAGE and WRITING (transcription / SPAG/ 

Handwriting & composition), but also very clear success criteria which relates directly to the 

chosen outcome. 

 Plenaries will no longer be used at the end of lessons. They will be replaced with 

‘revisit/reshape’ times, which will be used by the teacher as an when necessary to move 

learning on or address misconceptions. 

 Literacy should still be taught through topics/themes which are relevant to the children and 

meet their needs and interests. 

 There will still be MADD and Core Story weeks which follow their own structure and not 

necessarily the EDU approach. 

STRUCTURE FOR LITERACY PLANNING/DELIVERY 
(HIGHLIGHTED TEXT SHOWS HOW EDU STRUCTURE LINKS TO TERESA HEATHCOTE’S 

TEACHING SEQUENCE FOR WRITING) 

E3W Baseline (gap analysis) 

EXPERIENCE (focus on reading & comprehension and spoken language) 

IMMERSION & ANALYSIS PHASE 

DEVELOP (focus on transcription / SPAG / Handwriting) 

SKILLS PHASE 

USE (focus on oral planning & written composition) E2W final application piece 

PLAN, WRITE & REVIEW PHASE 

Additional Note: Y2 should give time to the recording of planning and allow time for 
children to review and edit their writing as the year progresses.  
 

Note: Word aspects of reading (phonics and decoding) will largely be taught in discrete, streamed 

phonics sessions but must also be taught and applied when developing transcription of writing in 

literacy sequences of learning. 



Application in Numeracy 2014 

 Numeracy sequences of learning will be taught over 2 weeks. 

 Sequences of learning will consist of Number, Measurement, Geometry and Statistics (Y2 

ONLY). 

 Each half term should have two sequences of learning for Number and one sequence for 

Measurement, Geometry or Statistics (or a combination). 

 Numeracy sequences will identify clear learning objectives in relation to the above areas, but 

also very clear success criteria. 

 Plenaries will no longer be used at the end of lessons. They will be replaced with 

‘revisit/reshape’ times, which will be used by the teacher as and when necessary to move 

learning on or address misconceptions. 

 Numeracy should still be taught though topics/themes and stories wherever possible and 

numeracy should still be made relevant to the children and meet their needs and interests. 

 

STRUCTURE FOR NUMERACY PLANNING/DELIVERY 
 

Week 1: Focus on giving experience of a concept/idea and developing basic 
skills/knowledge in isolation, but still using a highly infused VAK approach. 

Week 2: Focus on using and applying skills/knowledge of a concept/idea in real life 
situations to investigate and solve problems. This week could also be used to consolidate 
skills/knowledge for LAPs ready to use and apply at a later point in the term/year. 
 

 


