
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What are High Frequency Words? 

High frequency words are quite simply those words 
which occur most frequently in writing for example, 
"and", "the", "as" and "it". They are often words that 
have little meaning on their own, but they do  
contribute a great deal to the meaning of a sentence.  
 

What is the difference between a Keyword and a 
Tricky word? 

Keywords can be sounded out using basic phonic 
rules, e.g. "it" is an easy word to read using phonics. 
These cards have a solid line around them in this 
pack.   
Tricky words are not phonically regular and cannot 
be sounded out. These words have a dashed line 
around them in this pack. 

 
Here are some simple ideas to make learning the high 

frequency words fun for your child. 
For more ideas please see your child’s class teacher 

who will be happy to help. 



First of all stick the key and tricky words onto a cereal 

box to make them more hard wearing. If you have a  

laminator, then even better! You can then use the cards 

to play these games: 

 

Secret Passwords 

Attach a keyword to each door of your house.  Every 

time your child opens a door they have to say the     

secret password by reading the word. 

You can adapt this game to play with cars and trains, 

by placing words on their road or in parking spaces.  If 

they want their train to pass or car to park, they have 

to read the word. 

 

Grape Game 

Turn each card over so you can’t see the 

word.  Put a treat (grapes are good!) on top of each card.  

Children choose a  card and read the word—if they can 

read it they get to eat the grape! 

 

 

Pairs  

You will need two copies of the words to play this game.  

Turn all the cards over and take turns to choose two 

cards.  If the word is the same on both cards you keep 

them.  The winner is the person with the most pairs at 

the end of the game. 

 

 



Snap 

You will need two sets of cards to play this game.  

Shuffle up the cards and share them out. Each player 

takes turns to turn over their card, put it down and 

read the word. If it matches the previous card played, 

the first person to notice shouts 'snap!' and wins the 

pile. This game is best used to practise words your 

child knows fairly well, rather than new ones, as it's 

quite fast-paced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Hunt                

Pick just one key word the child is going to read in the 

book, then find a book that has a few of that word in, 

preferably a book they are interested in, or even comic, 

magazine whatever interests them. You read to them, 

guide under the words with your finger and they read 

all the keywords that they are ‘hunting’ that day. Once 

they have got used to hunting one word, you can move 

onto more. 

 

 

 

 

Useful websites for games and ideas: 

www.letters-and-sounds.com     

www.rainbowresources.co.uk/letters-sounds 

 



a an 

as at 

if in 

is it 

of off 

on can 

Phase Two Key 



dad had 

back and 

get big 

him his 

not got 

up mum 



but put 

I no 

go to 

the into 

Phase Two Tricky Words 


