
 

 
INSET day reminder - 23rd October 

Please note that school will be closed for staff safeguarding training this Friday - 23rd October. 

School will also be closed for training on the following days during the remainder of the school year - 

Mon Jan 4th 2021     Fri Feb 12th 2021     Wed July 21st 2021 

 

School photographs  

The photographer will be visiting to take individual nursery and school photographs tomorrow (Tuesday 20th October). 

Due to restrictions in school at present, the photographer will only be taking individual photographs within each class  

bubble, and will not be able to offer photographs with siblings of pre-school age or who are in a different class bubble.  

The photographer has offered to come back to school at a later date, once Covid restrictions have hopefully eased, to take 

pictures of sibling groups and photographs of any children who are not able to attend school tomorrow due to stay at 

home guidance/self-isolation etc.  

 

Autumn Term Parents’ Evening  

We will be hosting individual online Zoom 'Parent/Carer Consultations' this term, in place of face to face Parents’ Evening 

appointments in school.  These will provide you with an opportunity to speak to your child’s class teacher about how your 

child has settled into his/her new class, to celebrate their successes so far, and to discuss their next steps.  

Each family will be able to sign up for one 10 minute Zoom appointment per child via an Eventbrite link that will sent to 

you by the end of the week (Zoom links will then be sent out after half term from Monday 2nd November) for one of two 

Parent/Carer Consultations dates - 

 an evening session for all classes, on Tuesday 3rd November, or 

 an additional half day session (please dates below) 

Any appointment times that we have scheduled during the school day avoid class drop off/pick up times to make this as 

easy as possible for parents/carers who prefer a daytime appointment (so they are able to log on when their child/ren are 

in school as the discussions and content shared by staff will be aimed at parents/carers).  These also take into account 

times when we have a confidential space available for staff to host these sessions. 

If you are able to book a 10 minute Zoom session during the school day rather than after school hours please do so.  This 

will both help support our teaching staff (who are working super hard at the moment!) and also parents/carers who may 

need a later appointment time. 

We really do miss our face to face chats with you in the classroom each day, but also know it is not possible to do this in 

person at the present time.  We hope our ‘Parent/Carer Consultation’ sessions will give you an opportunity to catch up 

with staff to find out how your child is doing in their new year group.  We are so proud of how the children have settled 

back into school, and we cannot wait to talk to you about it! 
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Please watch out for Eventbrite links to book a meeting with your child’s class teacher on one of the following sessions 

 

 

Remote learning at Halfway Nursery Infant School 

From 22 October, schools must provide immediate access to remote learning to any pupils who cannot attend school due 

to COVID-19.  This includes where a class, group or a small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or local restrictions require 

pupils to remain at home.  

Your child’s online Tapestry account will be integral to our remote learning offer to help you access remote learning 

immediately, as well as aiming to share your child’s learning with you throughout the school year.  As you are not able to 

come into the classrooms at the moment (as you were before the pandemic) we think this will be a super way for school 

and home to share the great learning taking place.   

Most Tapestry accounts are now live!  If you haven’t done so already, please sign up for Tapestry now.  If you do have an 

account but have not logged on yet, please do so asap to ensure your account is activated so you all set to go! 

 

 

 

 

NURSERY NEWS 

Nursery Parents/Carers - Ordinarily, we do not hold a formal Parents’ Evening until the Spring Term for Nursery aged    

children due to the short amount of time that has passed since they started with us in the Autumn Term.  However, we 

would love to tell you how great the children are doing and give nursery parents/carers an opportunity to have a 1:1 chat 

to find out how their child is enjoying nursery so far.  We know this is difficult at drop off/pick up times at the moment as 

these need to take place on the yard due to additional measures to reduce the risk of Covid-19.  Therefore, your child’s key 

worker would like to make an informal phone call home the first week after half term to catch up with you.   No appoint-

ments need to be booked for nursery phone calls home;  if you’re not able to answer the call when staff ring please don’t 

worry - we will leave a message and will be happy to give you a ring back at a mutually convenient time. 

A few other updates for Nursery— 

- Nursery would be grateful for any school trousers your boy/girl may have grown out of —we always need spares! 

- A reminder that the photographer will be attending to take individual nursery photographs tomorrow (Tuesday 20th Oc-

tober).  Due to restrictions in school at present, we are only able to take individual photographs on this date within each 

class bubble, and will not be able to offer photographs with pre-school or older siblings who are not in the same class bub-

ble. 
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School meals menus 
 
          This week is Week 3 of the school meals menu.  The dishes of the day are: 

 Monday:  Meatballs in tomato sauce with rice 

 Tuesday:  Chicken curry 

 Wednesday:  Chicken dinner 

 Thursday:  Pasta Bolognese 

 Friday:  Fish fingers  (not applicable this week as Friday 23rd October is an Inset day—school is closed) 

Every day the menu also includes jacket potatoes with cheese, tuna or beans, and cheese or ham sandwiches.  

Attached is some helpful guidance on healthy packed lunches—for parents/carers of children who prefer to bring a packed 

lunch to school. 

Covid-19 update—current information from the Sheffield Council website 

Sheffield confirmed in ‘High’ category 

A new three-tier scheme has been introduced for the whole of England, and Sheffield has been placed in the ‘high’ category.   

Sheffield has seen a sustained rise in cases of Covid-19 over the last few weeks and the new restrictions have been announced by 

the Government in a move to prevent the further spread of Covid-19 across the city. 

Sheffield has been placed in the 'High' category.  What does that mean for me? 

Meeting family and friends 

 People in Sheffield must not meet socially with friends and family indoors in any setting unless they live with them or have 

formed a support bubble with them.  This includes private homes, and any other indoor venues such as pubs and 

restaurants. 

 Informal childcare can be provided via childcare bubbles. 

 You may continue to see friends and family you do not live with (or have not formed a support bubble with) outside, 

including in a garden or other outdoor space.  When you do so, you must not meet in a group of more than 6.  This limit of 

6 includes children of any age. 

 If you live in a High alert level area you also cannot meet indoors with people outside of the area, unless exceptions apply. 

Businesses and venues 

Certain businesses selling food or drink on their premises are required to close between 10pm and 5am.  Businesses and venues 

selling food for consumption off the premises, can continue to do so after 10pm as long as this is through delivery service, click-

and-collect or drive-through.  Orders must be made via phone, online or by post.  Hospitality venues in ports, on transport 

services and in motorway service areas do not need to close at 10pm, but must not serve alcohol after that time.  

Going to work 

To help contain the virus, office workers who can work effectively from home should do so over the winter.  Where an employer, 

in consultation with their employee, judges an employee can carry out their normal duties from home, they should do so.  

Public sector employees working in essential services, including education settings, should continue to go into work where 

necessary. 

Anyone else who cannot work from home should go to their place of work. 

Schools, colleges and university 

 All schools, colleges and universities in Sheffield remain open. 

 University students in Sheffield must not move backward and forward between permanent home and term time address 

during term time.  

 Students living at their university term time address in a High alert level area should follow the same guidance on meeting 

other people and travel as others in that area 

Further information can be found on the Government's website. 



Information from Sheffield Council re Covid-19 update contd. 

Childcare 

The following people can provide childcare support in private homes and gardens: 

 registered childcare providers, including nannies 

 people in your support bubble 

 people in your childcare bubble 

Visiting relatives in care homes 

You should not visit a care home except in exceptional circumstances, for example to visit an individual who is at the end of 

his/her life.  See the guidance on visiting relatives in care homes. 

Travel 

If you need to travel, we encourage you to walk or cycle where possible, or to plan ahead and avoid busy times and routes 

on public transport.  This will allow you to practise social distancing while you travel. 

Avoid travelling with someone from outside your household or your support bubble unless you can practise social 

distancing.  See the guidance on car sharing. 

You can still travel within High alert level areas to hotels and other guest accommodation, but you should only do this with 

people in your household or support bubble. 

You can still go on holiday outside of High alert level areas, but you must only do this with people in your household or 

support bubble. 

Weddings, civil partnerships, religious services and funerals 

You can attend places of worship for a service if you’re in a High alert level area. However, you must not mingle with 

anyone outside of your household or support bubble. 

Weddings, civil partnership ceremonies and wedding receptions are restricted to 15 people. 

Funerals allow up to 25 people to attend and must only take place in Covid-19 secure venues or in public outdoor spaces.   

Wakes or linked ceremonial events are limited to 15 people and must not take place inside private homes. 

People living outside of a high alert level area can travel to this area to attend an event, but they must not meet with 

another household indoors. 

Sport and physical activity 

In line with guidelines from national sporting bodies, you can take part in sport and physical activity outdoors. 

Organised indoor exercise classes are only permitted if it is possible for people to avoid mixing in with people you do not 

live with or share a support bubble with). There are exceptions to enable disability and youth sport and physical activity 

indoors, in any number. 

The full details of restrictions and exemptions, are listed on https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high . 

See also  https://sheffnews.com/news/sheffield-high-category-rules-and-restrictions?

utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term= 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is still as important as ever that you continue to: 

 wash your hands regularly, for 20 seconds. Use hand gel where this is not available 

 wear a face covering in indoor settings  

 continue to stay 2m apart from people outside your household 

 get a test if you have symptoms and stay at home 



 

Director of Public of Health at Sheffield Greg Fell said: 

“We understand that no-one wants to see further restrictions placed on the way we live our lives however, but in order to 

prioritise the safety of you and your loved ones, we must follow the new restrictions. 

“This does mean we now need to undertake more stringent measures to protect the public. How long these new measures 

last and how much further they may need go in the coming weeks and months will depend on everyone playing their part.  

“Only by all of us continuing to follow the guidance, will we be able to contain local transmission.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nasal Flu Immunisations - Reminder 

If you would like your child to receive the nasal flu vaccine in school please complete the online consent form  as 

vaccinations will take place at school on Monday 9th November.  If your child has already had the Nasal Flu vaccine since 

Sept 2020 please disregard this message.  If you have any problems accessing the link please telephone 0333 358 3397.  

Please note enter your child’s date of birth on the online form in the format of year, month, date.  Entering a D.O.B in any 

other format will cause the form to be rejected. 

   

We continue to ask everyone to act responsibly on the school site to help protect everyone by social distancing, wearing 

a face covering, following our one way system, keeping your children with you at all times on the yard, only one adult 

attending per family unit and strictly following NHS guidance if you or someone you live with shows symptoms.   

Thank you for helping us as we try to keep our school community safe. 

Paula Bestall 

Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Change to menu – Thursday 22nd October 

There is a change to the menu on Thursday 22nd October.  Instead of the usual meal choice it will be fish and chips instead.   

Inset Day/Half Term 

School is closed to children on Friday, 23rd October.  The following week, Monday 26th-Friday 30th October is half term.  

We look forward to seeing children back in school on Monday 2nd November. 

New doors and windows! 

During half term new window will be fitted in Mrs Walker and Miss Lee’s classroom. A new door will also be fitted in this 

classroom, as well as in the Y5 cloakroom and Mr Hick’s cloakroom. I’m sure you will agree that the new windows we fitted 

last year have really improved the appearance of the school and we are looking forward to continuing this work next week!  

Harvest Week 

As part of Harvest Week we are collecting donations of dried or packet food (no fresh produce please). Donations can be 

handed in at any time to your child’s class teacher. All of your generous donations will then collected by the S20 Foodbank 

service. Thank you for your support. 

Nasal Flu Immunisations - Reminder 

If you would like your child to receive the nasal flu vaccine in school please follow this link to complete an online consent 

form  Vaccinations will take place at school on Monday 9th November. The link will close on Friday 30th October. If your 

child has already had the Nasal Flu vaccine since Sept 2020 please disregard this message. If you have any problems 

accessing the link please telephone 0333 358 3397.  Please note there is a glitch when entering your child’s date of birth on 

the online form.  It needs to be entered in the format of year, month, date.  Entering a D.O.B in any other format will cause 

the form to be rejected. 

Virtual Parent Consultation Evenings 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our first ever virtual parents’ evening meetings last week, which ran smoothly and 

with no major technical difficulties – what a relief! For those children in Miss White’s class, you will receive an update this 

week about your rearranged times after half term. 

Outdoor break and lunchtimes 

As we move in to the Autumn term and the weather changes, please can we ask that children bring a warm and waterproof 

coat with them to wear at break and lunchtimes. We aim to take children outside for their breaks and lunches as much as 

we can. 

10 Day Active Travel Challenge – Monday 12th – Friday 23rd October - Reminder 

Our active travel continues until the end of the week. 

Please continue to walk, cycle, skate, scoot, skip and park & stride to school for a chance to earn your badge. If you do 

choose to scoot or bike to school, then these can be left at the bike racks either outside Miss Marklew’s classroom or the Y4 

cloakroom.  

Children in Need 

On Friday 13th November we will be raising money for Children in Need. Children will be invited to dress up, wear PJs or 

wear Pudsey items on the day, along with taking part in a few competitions. More information about how your child can 

get involved in this will be shared in our first newsletter back after half term. 










