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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

What’s 

Happening this 

Week? 

Talent Assembly  

3pm Karate After School 

Club 

Safer Internet Day 

1—3pm F2 Big PE 

3pm Choir After School 

Club 

1—3pm Y1 Big PE 

3pm Drama After School 

Club 

 

1—3pm Y2 Big PE 

3pm Football After 

School Club 

 

9.15am Birthday Assembly 

for February born children 

3pm Disney Song and 

Dance After School Club 

And Next Week ? 

Whole School Fantastic Finish 

‘Halfway’s Got Talent!’ Arts 

Exhibition –all week 

3pm Karate After School Club 

 

1—3pm F2 Big PE 

3pm Choir After School Club 

1—3pm Y1 Big PE 

3pm Drama After School Club 

Valentine Discos 

Nursery/Reception—5pm to 

6pm 

Y1/Y2—6.15pm to 7.15 pm 

 

Well done assembly  

1—3pm Y2 Big PE 

3pm Football After School 

Club 

INSET DAY—school and 

nursery closed due to staff 

training (first aid) 

Attendance information for the week  

ending 1st February 2019: 

Attendance for the whole school last week was 93.8%.   

Upcoming Diary Dates 

Monday 4th February 
 

Talent Assembly for children (parents/carers don’t 

attend) Children bring any awards, certificates, 

medals they have achieved outside school to Miss 

Hughes before the day of the assembly  

9.15 am Friday 8th February February Birthday Assembly for parents/carers with 

February born children  

Friday 15th February INSET Day—school closed 

Valentines Discos, Wednesday 13 February 

HIP Group is organising our ever-popular discos.  The disco for F1 (Nursery) and F2 (Reception) children 

will be from 5pm to 6pm, and for Y1 and Y2 children from 6.15pm to 7.15pm.  Tickets are £3, and are now 

available from the Nursery and School Offices.   

 

School and nursery will be closed on Friday 15th February (INSET day), and for the week 18th 

to 22nd February for the half term break. 

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 95.0 

Crafty Chameleons 96.6 

Rainbow Fish 95.4 

Hungry Caterpillars 93.0 

Gruffalos 94.4 

Elmers 88.0 
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Online Safety Day—Tuesday 5th february   
 

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year in over a hundred countries to promote the safe and  
positive use of digital technology for children and young people, and inspire a national conversation. Co-ordinated in the 
UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre, the celebration sees hundreds of organisations get involved to help promote the 
safe, responsible and positive use of digital technology for children and young people.   This year’s Safer Internet Day 
takes place on 5th February. 
 
Safer Internet Day is a fantastic opportunity to reflect as a family on how you can use the internet and technology 
safely, responsibly and positively.  Whether you are a parent, grandparent, foster carer, aunt, uncle or older sibling – 
we can all play a role in empowering children to enjoy their time online! 

Key Message: 
 
This year, the UK Safer Internet Centre is particularly focusing on how consent works in an online context, and exploring 
how young people ask, give, and receive consent online.  This could be in their friendships or relationships, how they 
take and share images and videos, or how they manage their privacy and data.  

Useful Conversation Starters:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Safer Internet Day at Halfway Nursery Infant School—Tuesday 5th February 

We have lots planned for our Internet Safety Day, including: 
* Online Safety staff meeting; 
* In class workshops, including activities, discussions, circle times, videos and links to ensure the children know the  
golden rules, how to be safe online, how to use the internet safely, sharing information etc. 
 
We are also planning a parent/carer workshop to follow up on this after the half term break. 
 
In addition, we will hold assemblies to explore further this year’s theme—”Together for a Better Internet”. 

Online Safeguarding Policy 

Our Online Safeguarding Policy helps school ensure that young people stay safe when using the internet, and that our 
school systems are protected from misuse which could put systems and users at risk.  You can read this policy on our 
website  - go to https://www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org/school-policies. 

Further Information:  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/parents  

The Safer Internet website is a fantastic place to visit to find more free information and resources around this year’s 
theme. These include activities and games to try at home with your children, a range of videos, and other ways in which 
you can get involved with the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please do not hesitate to ask any further questions! 

 

Letters and forms 

To avoid the crowds in the main school reception area (and also save your legs!), parents/carers are able to hand  

completed forms/permission slips directly to the classroom teacher, who will then send these up the school office after 

the morning registration.  However, please make sure you hand these directly to an adult, rather than leaving them on a 

table, as our children are very creative and like to draw..!!! 



Nursery pick up times - afternoon session 

Please can we politely ask parents of children attending the Nursery afternoon sessions to make full use of their hours by 

collecting them at the end of the session, if at all possible (i.e at 3:30pm).   

We appreciate that Nursery education is non-statutory, but the children make huge leaps of progress in their learning 

and social skills when they attend Early Years Provision, and, unfortunately, are missing important learning opportunities 

and group times at the end of the day if they are collected early on a regular basis.   

 

Early collection can also make it difficult for the Nursery team, as this can interrupt staff as they deliver learning to their 

group at end of session.  Whilst Jenette is a super star, and is always happy to help where she can, she also collects  

children from classes for our after school Superkids provision and, therefore, is not always available around the  school 

home time.   

Please do take full advantage of the provision and hours your child is allocated at our over subscribed Nursery, as hours 

for new children joining us are extremely limited. 

Pupil Voice Update  

School Council 

Our School Council has been working with senior leaders and members of our Governing Body to review how we  

encourage a love of reading and books at home and school, with the aim of implementing a new incentive system that is 

even more effective than ‘Reading Stars’.  The School Council has generated some fantastic ideas that it is now refining, 

so please watch this space!  

In response to feedback from our parent/carer questionnaire, and also from our staff, we have already started to move 

away from material rewards in school, towards encouraging the children to earn more motivational incentives and 

‘privileges’.  For example, once the children have filled up their badges with stickers for following our Golden Rules etc, 

they are praised by the class, and are able to choose a Golden Ticket which earns them a privilege or responsibility in 

school e.g. being the line leader, the first out to play, teacher’s helper for a day.  The children themselves created the 

rewards/tickets that are in their own class’s Golden Box.  This gives them ownership, and has been a great success so 

far.  It is helping the children both to be the best they can be, and to play an important role as a member of our school 

community. 

The School Council also wanted to revisit the application of our Golden Rules at lunchtime, and led an assembly to talk 

to the other children about what great lunchtime behaviour looks like e.g. ‘indoor voices’ in the hall, listening to one  

another and adults on the yard, sharing and taking care of equipment.  Council members also designed a special lunch 

club for children, focusing on how our Golden Rules apply at lunchtime. 

Disco Dinners!   

Each Friday, the lunchtime supervisors and kitchen team select 2 children from each class to have a ‘Disco Dinner’ lunch 

with me in the library.  These VIPs do not have to queue in the hall, and we enjoy lunch together with music, a disco ball, 

and dining at special tables covered with table cloths that they can write and draw on. 

In our Disco Dinner session last week, I spoke with representatives from each year group to find out their thoughts on 

the after school clubs we run.  They were overwhelmingly positive about the extra-curricular activities on offer and the 

skills they learnt.  We also talked about any additional opportunities they would like made available.  Art/crafts, baking 

and ‘language for beginners’ were a few of the children’s suggestions for new after school clubs.  However, we do need 

people to run these clubs, so, if you have any hidden talents, skills or interests that you feel you could offer to our  

children, and an hour a week to volunteer to help run an after school club, please come and see Mrs Tatham in the 

school office! 

 

 

 



School closure email alerts 

We appreciate that times of school closure are extremely rare, and we will always do everything we can to keep school 

open for 'business as usual'.  However, if we do have to close for any reason, our school is now set up to send out email 

alerts via the Local Authority.  This will help us to communicate quickly and easily with you during times of school  

closures, and any email we send out on this system will also automatically appear on the Sheffield Council website/

Twitter account, and will also be announced on BBC Radio Sheffield. 

If you would like to be able to access these alerts directly, you need to register at https://public.govdelivery.com/

accounts/UKSHEFFIELD/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKSHEFFIELD_299   

Once you have registered, please go to 'Education – School Closures' to find notices that relate to our school. 

Safeguarding at Halfway Nursery Infant School 

We invest heavily— both financially and also in terms of time and effort - in safeguarding and making sure that both 

children and staff are safe in our school.  Would you like to know more about how we do this? Please read on! 

- We have a CCTV and intercom system on the external entrance/exit to school - we use this to check that anyone who 

asks to come onto our school site is expected and known to school before we unlock the gate 

- ID checks at the school office when visitors arrive 

- Identifying staff/visitors with lanyards/ID badges 

- Coded entry into our school buildings (codes/access passes for staff) 

- Supervision of visitors in school 

- Identified Safeguarding Team in school; Paula Bestall (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Rebecca Hughes/Jo Lomas 

(Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads) and Catherine Hutton (our Safeguarding Governor)   

- Working with multiple agencies to support our children and families 

- Additional security measures on the external gates after school drop off, including locks on the playground gate near  

nursery, and extra security to gates at lunchtimes 

- Fully trained staff 

- Staff/pupil ratio in line with, and exceeding in most cases, recommended guidance 

- Risk assessments carried out to assess and minimise risks for areas/activities/equipment 

- Supervision for staff working with children 

- Robust safeguarding checks before volunteers and staff work in regulated activity with the children e.g. DBS/police 

checks 

- First aid procedures, including training for staff, storage and permissions around medication, 'bump note' records,  

collecting medical and allergy information, infection control measures e.g. 48 hour absence following upset stomach etc. 

- Children are always supervised by staff if they need to move between school buildings during the school day 

- Policies and procedures around Safeguarding and Health and Safety are in line with guidance 

- Permission from parents/carers before school trips, around use of photographs etc. 

- We ring you if your child is not at school to find out if they are okay. 

 



 

Valentines Discos, Wednesday 13 February 

HIP Group is organising our ever-popular discos.  The disco for F1 (Nursery) and F2 (Reception) children will be from 5pm 

to 6pm, and for Y1 and Y2 children from 6.15pm to 7.15pm.  Tickets are £3, and are now available from the Nursery and 

School Offices.   

However, we are short of parent/carer volunteers to help at the discos.  If you are able to assist, you can register your 

interest through PTA Social (https://app.ptasocial.com/register/hip-group), or by telling the school or nursery office.  

 

Westfield Celebration Evening—Key Stage 1  :  14th March 2019 

We are really excited to inform you that our school is taking part in a special Westfield Celebration Evening this year.  Six 

children from each school in our Family of Schools will receive a special award to recognise their efforts and  

contribution.  

Each local school has been invited to take part in this celebration, and asked to select 6 children who will be presented 

with a special award on the evening.  Parents/carers of the nominated children are also invited to attend and enjoy the 

award ceremony, and enjoy performances from local children.  In true Oscars-like style, here are the award categories! 

•Friendship Award 

•Positive Contribution Award 

•Most Improved Award 

•Talent Award 

•Attitude to Learning Award 

•The Lee Cup Award (awarded each half term to someone that is a real ambassador for our school and our 'Caring,  

sharing, learning for life' vision statement) 

To link this with our Key Stage 1 awards across school this half term, each Y1 and Y2 class will choose one child for each 

category to receive a school based certificate in our usual KS1 'Well Done' Assembly on Thursday 14th February 

(therefore, 6 children from each Y1/Y2 class will be chosen this half term, instead of the usual 'Well Done' format of 2 

per class).  The overall school winner for each category will be announced in this assembly, and the final 6 children will 

also receive a special invitation to the Westfield Celebration Evening on March 14th 6pm-7pm. 

Healthy Packed Lunches 

A quick, but very important, reminder regarding home packed lunches.  Please -   

•Strictly no nuts in packed lunches due to food allergies 

•Please help us to avoid the risk of choking by cutting any high risk food up into smaller pieces - for example, whole 

grapes, whole cherry tomatoes, sausages, raw fruit/vegetables etc. 

Smoking near the Rotherham Road North school entrance 

Could we please ask parents/carers not to smoke in the immediate vicinity of the pedestrian entrance on Rotherham 

Road North when children are arriving at school, or leaving for home.  This ensures that they are not exposed to  

cigarette smoke.      

 



Health Screening in school - Wednesday 6th February for F2/Y1 

Just a quick message to let you know that Sheffield Children's Hospital (SCH) will be in school on Wednesday morning to  

complete any Vision Screening checks that are still outstanding (to be carried out by SCH, rather than the School Nursing 

Service, so children can be referred on directly if they need any further vision checks following this). 

The Health Service informed parents directly about these checks and have already gained permission for these to take 

place (NB - any parents/carers who did not consent to their child taking part in school entry screening of height, weight, 

vision, hearing and the NCMP programme, were asked to write a letter confirming this to the School Nursing service by 

Monday 29 October 2018).  If they have not heard from you, your child will be seen as part of the school entry screening 

programme.  If you have any questions regarding this, please contact them directly at 

Sheffield 0-19 Service 

Centenary House, Lower Ground Floor 

Heritage Park 

55 Albert Terrace Rd 

Sheffield 

S6 3BR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE BIG BATTERY HUNT 

We have registered our school for a recycling project called The Big Battery Hunt.  In the next few weeks, all our children 

will be bringing home a box to collect old batteries in.  Last year the project recycled 4 million batteries from schools 

across the UK.  We would love all our children to contribute to The Big Battery Hunt and beat last year’s total.  For more 

details, click here.  Thank you to Mrs Woolley who let us know about the project, we are excited to be part of this recy-

cling challenge!  

Y4 SWIMMING – REMINDER 

Y4 swimming sessions start next week on Monday 11th February.  If there is a medical reason why your child needs to 

wear goggles, please bring a doctor’s note to the office and complete a goggles permission slip. 

Children will need to bring their own kit that consists of;  

•A one piece swimsuit for girls and swimming trunks/shorts for boys 

•Towel 

•Long hair to be tied back 

•No jewellery 

PANTO 2019 – CINDERELLA 

Our annual trip to the Lyceum Theatre in Sheffield for families to watch the pantomime has been provisionally booked.  

This year’s performance of Cinderella will be on Wednesday 11th December 2019 at 7pm.  Look out for a letter later this 

week and a form via ParentMail where you will be able to pay a deposit to secure tickets. 

MOBILE PHONES  

Please remind children if they are bringing a mobile phone to school that they need to hand it in at reception when they 

arrive at school.  Mobiles are placed in a labelled envelope and kept in a locked draw in the office.  Children can collect 

them from reception at the end of the day.  


