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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

What’s 

Happening 

this Week? 

F2 Big PE day Tuesday 6th July—Miss 

Kay’s last day at school 

Y2 Big PE day 

 

Y1 and Y2 staff for 

next year will be on 

the yard from 2:30pm  

Y1 Big PE day Sports Day!  Children 

only this year please for 

safety  - but we will 

share lots of 

photographs with you 

on Tapestry. 

And Next 

Week ? 

F2 Big PE day 

F2 Class assemblies 

via ZOOM 

Year 1 Class assemblies 

via ZOOM 

 

Y2 Big PE day 

Y2 (Mrs Briggs/Mrs 

Bettinson) class 

assembly via ZOOM 

Y1 Big PE day 

Y2 (Mrs Jordan) class 

assembly via ZOOM 

 

Attendance for the week ending  2nd July 

2021: 

Overall attendance for the week was 94.4% 

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 98.8 

Crafty Chameleons 96.2 

Rainbow Fish 89.2 

Hungry Caterpillars 97.6 

Gruffalos 88.8 

Elmers 96.0 

 

 

 

The children are doing a great job recognising and tasting the vegetable of the week in 
the dinner hall. 

This week’s featured vegetable in school is…... The PEA!   

Friday 9th July Sports Day (children only 

event this year—no 

spectators due to Covid 

restrictions, but photos to 

be shared on Tapestry) 

Tuesday 20th July Last day of term (Wed 21st 

is an INSET day) 

School picnic day  

Some Key Dates 

REMINDER: 

Children need to wear their PE kit for this Friday’s 

Sports Day, as well as their normal Big PE Day 

please. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Finsidekentuckyonehealth.org%2FPortals%2F0%2FSiteContent%2FArticle_Featured_Images%2Fr1wzlg4s.qigDoNotForget-PostIt.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Finsidekentuckyonehealth.org%2FNews-Article%2FID%2F3356%2FD


 

Who will my child’s class teacher be from September?  

A reminder of the class teachers and teaching assistants (TAs) from September…...  

Nursery - Miss Maloney, Miss Chris Gregg, Mrs Sarah Charnley 

Harley Maloney will be teaching in Nursery in September and cannot wait to work with the Nursery  

children and their families again! 

F2 (Reception)  

Miss Hughes  and Mrs Hipkin - The Gruffalos  

Mrs Timmons - The Elmers 

TAs:  Mrs Line, Miss Ellis, Mrs Allsopp 

Miss Hughes will remain in F2 in September in her EYFS leader role, in 

addition to continuing as our Acting Deputy Head, and the class will be 

taught by Mrs Hipkin each Thurs/Fri.  Mrs Timmons will be teaching our 

second F2 class again in September.  Our new F2 children have been 

emailed a letter to inform them of their start date and to share the news 

of who their teacher/s will be.   

Year 1 

Miss Dale - Rainbow Fish 

Mrs Briggs and Mrs Bettinson  - The Hungry Caterpillars 

TAs:  Miss Wylie, Ms Barker, Mrs Farnen 

Miss Dale will be teaching Mrs Timmons’s current class of children in 

September as they move into Y1.  She has heard that the  

children are all absolute superstars and is really looking forward to 

teaching them in her current classroom in the Y1 building!  :-) 

Mrs Briggs and Mrs Bettinson will be moving to Y1 in September (into 

Miss Kay/Mrs Hibberd’s current classroom—to the left of the Y1 building) and will be teaching Miss Hughes’s current class of 

children.  Mrs Briggs works Mon-Wed (and is excited to work with the current Gruffalo class again next year!) and Mrs Bettinson 

works Wed-Fri.   

Year 2 

Mrs Jordan - The Enormous Crocodiles 

Mrs Hibberd - Crafty Chameleons  

TAs:  Mrs Hunter, Mrs Dyche 

Mrs Jordan is excited that she will be teaching Miss Dale's current class in Y2 in 

September.  She popped into class to see their maths work last week and can’t wait to 

welcome them into her current Y2 room after the summer holiday. 

Mrs Hibberd will be working full time in September and is excited to be back in Y2… and she is taking her current class of children 

with her!  Big smiles all round as she is delighted to keep them for another year!   

Please note—whilst our teaching assistant team regularly work in the year groups above to support learning, they  can also work 

across school to deliver interventions and support teaching and learning in other year groups (where Covid-19 measures allow). 

Year 3 

Halfway Junior School has now confirmed that the Y3 class teachers will be Miss Lund (who will be teaching Mrs Briggs’s and Mrs 

Bettinson's class) and Mr Hicks (who will be teaching Mrs Jordan's class).  Both teachers are very much looking forward to meeting 

our Y2 children before the end of term, be that in person, or over a class Zoom session.   



 

A reminder about our Transition Plan 2021!  

Transition is a little different again this year in all schools due to the continued restrictions to keep everyone safe.  We know how 

important effective transition is to support the children both to bring one school year to a close and also help them to prepare for 

the next.  Therefore, we have planned safe ways to support children and parents/carers to make sure you all have the information 

you need before September comes!  Below is a summary of our transition events and activities. 

Helping the children as they prepare to move on…  

 New class teachers will make videos for the children, including a virtual classroom tour, which will be sent to classes and 

posted on our school website by next Monday (12th July) 

 Teachers will write a letter/'pen portrait' to give to their new children (the children will also be set a little task for 

homework nearer the time to say hello to new year group staff too!)  

 New staff will spend time with new classes at outdoor play times this week so the children are familiar with them in a Covid 

safe way (week commencing 5th July)  

 Parents/carers can say hello to their child’s new teacher on the yard outside their new classroom (at their usual collection 

time) on Wednesday 7th July.  Y1 and Y2 teachers will be on the yard from 2:30pm to say hello informally as you collect the 

children. 

 Staff will more formally meet their new children in a special outdoor circle time session with the new class - week beginning 

12th July (should Public Health still support these plans) 

 Current year group teachers will meet with new year group teachers to share important information about how wonderful 

your children are, and how they can best support them in their new classes in September (this also happens if your child is 

moving onto a different setting) 

 Transition packs have been sent out for new starters which detail transition for children who will be new to our school in 

September.  We have also led our 'Welcome to our school/nursery' meetings on Zoom over the past couple of weeks  

Our transition plan puts children’s needs and safety first, and also follows Public Health advice on managing risks of Covid-19 at 

end of term events.  Since initially sharing our transition plans with you a few weeks ago, schools have now been advised to cancel 

all face to face transition events involving groups of children/adults as rates in schools are increasing.  Therefore, we have 

unfortunately had to cancel our 'Meet the Teacher' after school sessions over the next couple of weeks for children who will be 

new to F2 in September, and have already been in contact with parents/carers to inform them of this.   

Thank you for your understanding and support—I appreciate that it can be confusing when schools are being asked to tighten 

measures in some areas, especially when there is consideration to whether measures may ease nationally in the coming weeks.  

Please be assured that we will continue to follow the most up to date guidance for schools to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 

our families stays central to our approach. 

Dates for the diary 

INSET/school closure days for the new academic year - 

1st Sept 2021  

22nd Oct 2021  

4th Jan 2022  

21st Feb 2022  

27th May 2022  

Final date added - 6th June 2022* 

Please note - The additional closure day (due to the Bank Holiday for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee falling in a school holiday) 

has been set for 6th June 2022. 

These dates have been set with, and are shared by, Halfway Junior School to help parents/carers with children at both schools to 

arrange childcare etc. on school closure days.  



 
 

End of term celebrations  

Sports Day - Friday 9th July (please note, following Public Health advice for schools, our Sports Day will not be able to have 

spectators this year, but the children will have a great time participating, and we will take lots of photographs and videos for you to 

watch together at home on Tapestry so you do not miss out on all the fun!).  

F2/Y1 Class assemblies on Zoom to celebrate the year, including Y2 Leavers' Zoom Assemblies. These will be held on the 

following days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Reports - These will be shared with parents/carers next week (with an optional 'drop in' opportunity for parents/carers 

to discuss their child's report with their class teacher on 15th July).    

Nursery - The Nursery team is planning a 'Graduation' for the children which they will share with parents/carers on Tapestry in the 

week beginning 12th July.  

School (F2, Y1, Y2) 'Picnic and party!’ day to celebrate a super school year with current year group staff - Tuesday 20th July—

more details below. 

School Picnic Day - Tuesday 20th July 

As part of the end of year celebrations we have planned, we have special 'Picnic and Party' sessions on the last day of school - 

Tuesday 20th July. 

The school menu will be different on this day due to it being a special occasion (no hot food will be available as we are hopeful that 

we can eat outside on blankets on the field!), and all children will be able to order the following picnic bag* from the school 

kitchen: 

 Cheese or ham sandwich 

 Mini pizza 

 Cheese and onion roll 

 Carrot and cucumber sticks 

 Pasta salad 

 Small tub of ice cream  :-) 

 Chocolate cake 

 Bottle of water 

*Please note that dairy free alternatives will be available where parents/carers have informed us their child has a confirmed dairy 

allergy. 

NB - Children are also able to bring a packed lunch in from home on this day if they prefer (please ensure there are no foods 

containing nuts in lunchboxes). 

F2 
Miss Hughes’s 

class 

F2 

Mrs Timmons’s 
class 

Year 1 
Miss Dale’s class 

Year 1 

Mrs Hibberd’s 
class 

Year 2 

Mrs Jordan’s 
class 

Year 2 
Mrs Bettinson’s/ 

Mrs Briggs’s 
class 

Monday 
12th July 
4.30 pm 

Monday 
12th July 

4 pm 

Tuesday 
13th July 

4.30 pm 

Tuesday 
13th July 

4 pm 

Thursday 
15th July 

4 pm 

Wednesday 
14th July 

4 pm 



 

Our Plans for September  

You may also have been watching the Prime Minister’s announcements in the news conference this evening regarding the current 

plans for COVID safety measures from July 19th.  An official review is due to take place on 12th July.  

Information regarding restrictions in education settings is yet to be confirmed, and, therefore, the government’s guidance for 

schools remains unchanged at this time.   

As we are starting to see an increase in positive COVID-19 cases within school settings in England, Sheffield schools were advised 

by Public Health last week to be extra vigilant up to the end of term and continue with the current measures.  Therefore, 

classroom bubbles, one way systems and staggered start and end times will remain in place until further notice/until updated 

government guidance is published for schools. 

You can imagine that guidance for schools changes at a pace and often arrives at very short notice, and I understand that this is not 

always very helpful to parents/carers as you also need time to put plans in place!  To help everyone plan for September using the 

information that is ’known’ to schools at the present time, many schools are planning for class bubbles to continue into the new 

academic year at this stage as the official guidance for schools still advises this approach.  

To avoid unnecessary changes, it seems sensible to keep the session times the same for our current F2 and Y1 children as they 

move into their new Y1 and Y2 classes in September (should staggered start/end times still be in the government guidance for 

schools in September).  I hope this helps you to keep the same routine and timings you are used to.  Our plans and timings for 

September at this point are, therefore, as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, if/when we receive information from Public Health to advise us to change our approach and/or return to 

our single drop off and collection times (as had before the pandemic), we will keep you informed.   

 

Arrangements in nursery from September 

From September the children who are currently in Yellow group with Harley will now be in Blue group (still Harley).  Those now in 

Blue group with Chris will be in Yellow group (still Chris).   It is just the colour of the group that is changing, NOT the keyworker, so 

nothing for you or the children to worry about! 

 

The Green group with Sarah remains unchanged. 

Class Bubble Year Group Start time End time 

Nursery 

(Miss Maloney) 

F1 8.15 am or 12.15 
pm 

11.15 am or 3.15 
pm 

Gruffalos 
(Miss Hughes/ 
Mrs Hipkin) 

F2 8.35 am 2.45 pm 

Elmers 
(Mrs Timmons) 

F2 8.20 am 2.30 pm 

Rainbow Fish 

(Miss Dale) 

1 8.25 am 2.35 pm 

Hungry Caterpillars 
(Mrs Briggs/ 

Mrs Bettinson) 

1 8.45 am 2.55 pm 

Enormous Crocodiles 

(Mrs Jordan) 

2 8.30 am 2.40 pm 

Crafty Chameleons 

(Mrs Hibberd) 

2 8.40 am 2.50 pm 



 

COVID safety until the end of the term 

 

As mentioned above, the number of positive cases of COVID-19 within school settings in England is rising, and, therefore, schools 

have been asked to be extra vigilant to help to keep their school communities as safe as possible. 

If your child is feeling unwell, please keep them at home.  If they, or someone in your household, is showing one of the possible 

signs of COVID-19 such as a cough, temperature or change to/loss of taste or smell, isolate as a household and seek a PCR test at 

a Testing Centre.  Your child can return to school at the end of the isolation period or when a negative result has been received.  

Please be assured that class teachers will set remote learning for your child during this time to ensure they do not miss out, and we 

are also able to signpost you to support should you need it during this time.  Thank you for continuing to support us as we try to 

protect our school community. 

Summer Food Vouchers 

Sheffield City Council plans to provide food vouchers for 25,000 children 

and young people across the city for the six-week summer holiday as part 

of the COVID-19 response (for families who are eligible for ‘benefits 

based’ Free School Meals).   

Every eligible child and young person will receive a £90 voucher for the 

six-week holiday period. This is made up of £15 per child per week to  

cover food. Families with more than one eligible child will receive a total 

of £90 per child. 

The Council will be sending out letters to eligible parents/carers by first 

class post w/e Friday 9th July.  The letter will include the website link for Edenred, together with clear instructions on how to 

download the voucher.  Please get in touch with school before the end of term if you have any issues, or need help with download-

ing or printing the vouchers.  After this time, the FSM Voucher helpline will be available on 0114 2734567 and can offer help to 

parents experiencing difficulties with their e-Codes or with general FSM enquiries.  Parents/carers can also contact Edenred direct-

ly with an enquiry about an eCode or voucher at  

freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenred.com 

Please note - Any child/young person that becomes eligible for FSM between 7th July and 21st July will be sent a voucher letter at 

a slightly later date (w/c 26th July).   

Codes need to be activated within 3 months or they will expire.  Once you have claimed a voucher on the Edenred website the 

voucher will be valid for 12 months. 

A short ‘How to...’ video for parents/carers can be found at - https://youtu.be/C2t_aXkTl-c  

 

And, finally, a fond farewell…. 

Last, but by no means least, I would like to thank the ever-so-lovely Miss Kay for her dedication and hard work over the past 3 

years at Halfway Nursery Infant School.  It is Helen’s last day with us tomorrow.  Helen is such a warm, caring and committed  

member of the team, and I know that we will all miss her —child, parent/carer and staff alike.  She only came for a term back in  

the Summer Term of 2018, and I think that she loved the children so much that she stayed!  She has taught in all year groups at 

some point over this time, although has spent most of her time in F2 and, more recently, Y1.  We will all miss her sunny character, 

beaming smile and gorgeously good natured soul around school very much, and wish her lots of happiness as she starts a new 

chapter.  

 

With many thanks for your continued support, 

Paula Bestall 


