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24 May 2016 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
We recently conducted a survey of parent/carer views on the circumstances and arrangements for 
requesting voluntary contributions for trips, visitors and special events.  We received 45 completed 
questionnaires.   
 
The majority (over 80%) of parents who responded said their preference is that we continue as present, 
asking for voluntary contributions as and when necessary.  A small number of respondents (around 10%) 
indicated that they would be content to make a one-off payment in September, but others pointed out 
that such an arrangement could be particularly difficult financially for parents who have two or more 
children at school.  
 
In relation to the school’s events in support of charities, around 15% of respondents to the survey 
proposed that the school should support a smaller number of charities, with some suggesting that the 
focus should be on children’s charities.   
 
A few parents proposed that that the school publish, at the start of the academic year, a list of trips and 
other major events planned for the following 12 months, with the likely parent contributions that will be 
requested.       
 
In response to the above results, we shall: 
 

- maintain our existing arrangement for requesting parent/carer voluntary contributions i.e. do so as 
and when necessary; 

- review the number and type of charities supported through fund raising events and activities; and 
- endeavour to give more notice about planned trips and events over the academic year for which 

voluntary parental contributions will be requested, and the likely amounts.   
 
Finally, many thanks to all parents/carers who returned completed questionnaires and helped to guide our 
thinking on the future approach to parental voluntary contributions. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
STEVE VARNAM 
Headteacher 
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