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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

What’s 

Happening this 

Week? 

 1—3pm F2 Big PE 1—3pm Y1 Big PE 1—3pm Y2 Big PE 

6.30– 7.30pm HIP 

Group meeting in 

staffroom 

 

And Next Week ? 

Whole School Super 

Starter—Big Arts Day 

1—3pm F2 Big PE 1—3pm Y1 Big PE  1—3pm Y2 Big PE 9.15 am January Birthday 

Assembly for parents/

carers with January born 

children  

Attendance information for the week  

ending 21st December: 

Attendance for the whole school last week was 94.2%.   

Upcoming Diary Dates 

Thursday 10th January  6.30—7.30pm HIP Group meeting 

Friday 18th January 9.15 am January Birthday Assembly for parents/carers with 

January born children  

Monday 21st and Wednesday 
23rd January 
 

3-6 pm Parents’ Evenings 

SPARE CLOTHES NEEDED  

We are really short of: 

Age 5-6 trousers (boys and girls) 

Girls’ socks and tights 

If you have any spares, could you please bring them to the School Office. 

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 98.9 

Crafty Chameleons 94.5 

Rainbow Fish 95.0 

Hungry Caterpillars 90.0 

Gruffalos 90.4 

Elmers 96.3 
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Happy New Year! 

On behalf of everyone at Halfway Nursery Infant School, a Happy New Year to all our children and families!  We hope 

you have had a wonderful mid winter break, filled with fun, laughter, and time with the people whom you love the most.   

The children returned to school enthusiastically this morning, and it was great to listen to all their stories of the  

holiday, and about the goodies that Santa delivered to them. 

A huge thank you for all the kind gifts we received in school the last week of term - from chocolaty delights to baskets 

filled with donuts!  These really were not expected, but very much appreciated in the staffroom to help us through to 

the end of the December term! 

Here’s to another great year at Halfway Nursery Infants, with lots of exciting things to come. 

 

Your feedback is important to us!  Please complete our short online Parent/Carer Survey 

A big thank you to everyone who has completed our online parent/carer survey so far.  We greatly value your feedback 

and would like to have the views of as many parents/carers as possible.  Therefore, we have extended the deadline for 

completion to THIS Friday 11th January. 

We would be very grateful if you could take a little time to complete the short online questionnaire to help us to  

evaluate how effective we are, including recognising our strengths and also the areas you feel we can improve further.  

The survey should only take a couple of minutes of your time and will contribute to our ongoing self-evaluation to help 

shape school improvement for your children.  Thank you for your support! 

Please complete all questionnaires by following these links (they are all on the home page of the school website): 

Nursery 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MCB5YJD 

Reception 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MJPHX8F 

Y1 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MQCV5XZ 

Y2 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MQNQJP3 

 

SPARE CLOTHES NEEDED  

We are really short of: 

Age 5-6 trousers (boys and girls) 

Girls’ socks and tights 

If you have any spares, could you please bring them to the School Office. 

 

 

 

 



 

New Whole School Concept and Topics 

It has been super to visit classrooms today to see the children raring to go and ready to learn; this half term we are all 

learning about INNOVATION and IMAGINATION.  During the course of this term, children will become immersed in the 

arts and science, getting to know all about famous artists and scientists and how their work inspires life today. Each class 

will be studying the following topics to develop this concept:     

 
 

At the beginning of this topic, each class will study a famous artist and learn about his/her artistic techniques and skills in 

a BIG ARTS DAY on Monday 14th January as the Super Starter for our new topic.  We really do have very creative and 

talented children, and we hope to build a collection of artwork to share with you in a grand finale this half term - an Arts 

Exhibition that each class will create and around which you will be treated to a guided tour! 

We are really excited to be able to offer further extra curricular STEM sessions too, to extend learning around our  

Innovation and Imagination topic. 

Please watch this space for more information! 

Parents’ Evenings—Monday 21st and Wednesday 23rd January 

At the beginning of this term you will receive a Point in Time (PITA) termly success report for your child, in preparation 

for our Parents’ Evenings which will take place on Monday 21st January and Wednesday 23rd January 2019.  This report 

will celebrate your child’s achievements in school to date, and will provide targets for further development. 

 

By the beginning of next week you will have received a letter with details of how to book a parents’ evening  

appointment using our online booking system.  Please do not attempt to make a booking before you receive this letter.    

Democracy at Halfway Nursery Infant School 

Our School Council, made up of two representatives from each class in school, is very active and really does a fantastic 

job at sharing views and making decisions on how to improve school.  

Last term, School Council members identified areas they would like to help improve in school in their ‘Children’s School 

Improvement Plan’.  These include how we recognise efforts in reading at home, and helping us to design new areas for 

our playground (this has taken some time as you can imagine, but plans are taking shape nicely, and new equipment - 

funded mainly by our Sports Premium - is arriving in school. The HIP group has also raised funds to support new  

playground markings, which will hopefully be completed later this term!) 

This term, the School Council will be working with Mrs Hipkin, who is returning from maternity leave, to debate and  

decide on how it would like to improve the way we record and celebrate efforts at school and at home in reading and 

writing, including speaking with the children in their classes to receive their feedback and ideas. 

 

Nursery Can we zoom to the Moon? 
  

F2 
  

Are superheroes real? 
  

Y1 
  

What are your superpowers? 
  

Y2 
  

Could I make a marvellous medicine? 
  



Safer gaming and internet use 

The internet is amazing.  Children can play, learn, create and connect - opening up a whole world of exciting possibilities.  

At school, we monitor the children’s access and use to make sure the internet is used appropriately, and we also have 

Firewalls and filters to help us to keep them safe.  

With Christmas around the corner and games high up on some Christmas list, and with the digital world changing all the 

time, we wanted to share NSPCC guidance with you on the steps you can take at home to make sure your child stays 

safe.  The following information is from the NSPCC website - 

Online games: helping children to play safe 

Gaming can be a great way for young people to relax, socialise with their friends and have fun. Children can play on 

games consoles, apps or websites, and chat to other players or watch them play through live-streaming. 

However, there are some dangers - and with so many games available online, it can be hard for parents to know how to 

keep their child safe. 

That's where the NSPCC can help.  Their tips and advice will keep you up-to-date with the most popular online games, 

help you decide what is appropriate for your child - and help him/her play safely. 

What are the risks of online games? 

Children may view inappropriate or upsetting content if they play games that are not suitable for their age.  This could 

include sexual or violent material.  It might be in-game content, or produced by other players. 

Some players can be abusive towards others or try to exclude them from the game.  Some players may also hack anoth-

er user's account or try to steal and destroy their virtual possessions. This can be as upsetting for a young person as if it 

happened in real life. 

Children may play with adults they do not know.  People of all ages play games.  Some adults may exploit this and try to 

build an emotional connection with a child for the purpose of grooming. 

Some children may find it hard to stop playing games, or find that gaming is getting in the way of them doing other activ-

ities.  

Five ways to help children play safe 

1. Check the game's content 

Always check age ratings, but remember they do not cover everything.  It is important to check the game out yourself 

before letting a young child play it.  If you want extra information about the content of a boxed console or computer 

game, take a look at the Video Standard’s Council’s Additional Consumer Information (ACI). 

2. Know how to mute, block and report 

Help children understand that people they meet online may not always be who they claim to be. Some games let you 

mute, block and report other users.  Make sure your child knows how to do this if someone in the game upsets them or 

makes them feel uncomfortable.  Childline has online gaming advice to help them do this.  Remind your child that he/

she can come to you if worried. 

3. Be Share Aware 

Remind your child not to give out any personal information, photos or videos to anyone online, even if they know them.  

If your child plays games with people they do not know, remind him/her not to take the conversation off the game, onto 

other social networks or into a private chat. 



4. Activate safety settings 

Turn on parental controls on gaming consoles to help prevent children from downloading age inappropriate games or 

seeing harmful material. 

The Apple App Store lets you turn off in-app purchases on iPads and iPhones, and the Apple App Store and Google Play 

let you create a pin code that must be entered before you buy. 

You can also turn on privacy settings on some games to control what other users can see about you, and stop strangers 

from contacting you.  The O2 & NSPCC Online Safety Helpline has free advice on how to do this – tel 0808 800 5002. 

5. Keep the conversation going 

Have regular conversations with your children about staying safe online.  Agree what games are suitable for them to 

play and help them understand why others are inappropriate.  Talk to them about the types of games they may be 

watching on game streaming sites. 

Remind them they should tell a trusted adult, like a teacher or parent, if they see or hear something that upsets them 

when gaming, and that they can talk to Childline for free 24 hours a day if ever worried. 

The multiplayer action survival game, Fortnite: Battle Royale, has received a lot of media coverage recently due to grow-

ing popularity amongst children – and also emerging safety concerns.   NOTE THAT the minimum age rating for this 

game is 12 (as recommended by PEGI  - which does not take chat features into consideration when rating games—and 

by the App Store). 

What risks are there on Fortnite? 

Risks include: 

 There is a chat feature in the game that allows users to contact each other using voice or text (NB - Online gaming 

can be used to make contact with and ‘groom’ children).  You can disable voice chat in the game by selecting the 

3 lines in the top right of the screen, select the settings icon, choose the ‘Audio’ tab at the top of the screen and 

go to the ‘Voice Chat’ option, where you can select ‘Off’.  

 There is cartoon violence in the game. You can use a variety of weapons to kill other players, such as guns and 

axes.  

 There are in-app purchases, which can become expensive.  

 Players can be reported to the Player Support team if you are concerned about activity or behaviour. 

 



Follow our TEAM tips to help keep your child safe online when playing online games: 

Talk to your child regularly about what they are doing online and how to stay safe.  

Let them know they can come to you or another trusted adult if feeling worried or upset by anything they have seen.  

You can use the NSPCC guidance on conversation starters to support you when starting these conversations.  

Explore your child’s online activities with your child.  Understand why they like using them and make sure they know 

what they can do to keep themselves safe. 

Agree your own rules as a family when using sites, apps and games.  You can use the NSPCC Family Agreement template 

to help you get started. 

Manage your technology and use the settings available to keep your child safe. 

If you would like advice and support about keeping your children safe online, please speak to a member of staff.  The O2 

NSPCC Online Safety Helpline on 0808 800 5002 is free to phone. Alternatively, you can make a face-to-face appoint-

ment with an O2 Guru in store - you do not even have to be an O2 customer.  O2 Gurus can help you set up parental 

controls, such as privacy settings, on any device. 

Finally, you can visit the NSPCC online games page (https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/

online-safety/online-games-helping-children-play-safe/) to find out more about the risks of online gaming, and how to 

keep your child safe. 

 



Medical reminder 

To keep children safe in our school, we have strict guidelines and policies we follow around the safe handling and  

administration of medicines in school.  Please note that: 

 Staff are only able to administer medicines that have been prescribed for your child by a medical practitioner and 

that have to be taken 4 or more times per day.  We also need to see the prescription label for dosage information 

etc. and a signed permission form from parents/carers before we are able to administer any medication.  Medicines 

are stored securely in the school office and are administered and recorded by a trained first aider.  

 Thank you to parents/carers for renewing asthma inhalers in school where needed and ensuring we have asthma 

forms in school.  Inhalers will be stored in a secure medical cupboard in your child's classroom and their use will be  

recorded and monitored by a first aider. 

 We record any bumps and bruises that your children may have in school, and inform you of these on a ‘bump note’ 

form to ensure you are fully aware of any minor injuries from active play etc.  In line with guidance, we will now be 

asking you to sign for these bump notes so we have a record in school that we have passed this information on to 

you.  Your class teacher may also ask you to sign a record of any pre-existing injuries that your child may have when 

they come into school, again in line with recommended guidance to schools. 

All the above practices are to ensure that your child's health and safety is of the paramount importance in school.  Please 

see a member of staff or our Medicines in School Policy if you would like more information about how we keep children 

safe, healthy and well at Halfway Nursery Infant School. 

Tour for parents/carers  

If you have a nursery aged child and are looking for a Foundation Stage 2 place in September 2019, or know someone who is, 

we have arranged a number of informal tours of our F2 provision and KS1 classes on the following date.  This is ahead of the 

deadline for school admission choices to be submitted to the Local Authority. 

Visit date 

2pm Thursday 10th January. 

Please contact the school office to book onto one of these school tours. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Bestall 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Y6 MEET A CREATURE – REMINDER 

Today our Y6 children took part in a ‘Meet a Creature’ workshop.  Thank you to those families who have made their pay-

ment via ParentPay.  If you still need to make a payment, it can be paid either in full or in instalments of £2 per week if 

required.  Please let the office know if you need a barcoded letter to make a payment.  Thank you in advance for your 

support.   

Y4/5 ABBEYDALE INDUSTRIAL HAMLET – REMINDER 

Our Y4/5 children will be visiting Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet on Wednesday. Children need to arrive at school at the 

usual time and will be back by the end of the school day. The cost of the trip is £15 (which includes travel, entry fee, 

workshops and insurances). Thank you to those families who have already made a payment via ParentPay.  If you have 

not already made a payment, please do so before Wednesday.  If this is a problem for you, please contact the school 

office.  On the day the children will need, 

*      To wear school uniform 

*      Sensible walking shoes 

*      A warm, waterproof coat 

*      A packed lunch and a water bottle and a healthy snack 

*      Spending money (optional) we suggest no more than £3 

MILK MONEY – SPRING TERM - REMINDER 

If you require milk ordering for your child for the Spring Term.  Please make a payment on ParentPay before the end of 

the day so we can confirm our order to the dairy.  Please note that payments/orders cannot be accepted after today. 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  

Thank you to everyone who wore a Christmas jumper on the last day of term and donated £1.  The donations of £57 will 

go directly to the Save the Children charity.  Thank you for your support. 

AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS/Y6 BOOSTERS - REMINDER 

Y6 Boosters start this week and afterschool clubs start next week on Monday 14th January. 

Y6 SATS BOOKS – REMINDER 

Please return any order forms for SATS books by the end of this week.  We will then place an order and add the pay-

ments to ParentPay.  On receipt of your payment, we will send the books home. 


