
 

Weekly Family Bulletin 
Monday 30th March 2020 

www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org 

Easter is almost here, so this will be the last official bulletin from us for the next couple of weeks, unless we are sent  

important information that we need to share with you during the school holiday.  Over the Easter break we are still here to 

support you where we can, so please do get in touch if you need us on office@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk. 

Easter holiday arrangements 

Childcare 

Sheffield Council guidance states that children with at least one parent or carer who is critical to the coronavirus response 

can attend a school if required.  However, many families with a parent or carer working in critical sectors may also be able 

to ensure their child is kept at home.  Sheffield’s message is still that every child who can be safely cared for at home 

should be, in order to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 

We do understand that some parents/carers need childcare over Easter as they are unable to make arrangements for their 

children to be cared for safely at home whilst they are out fulfilling key worker roles, and we really are committed to  

helping where we can over the school holiday.  We have collected information from you about your needs over Easter and 

have arranged childcare for those that require this provision - thank you for contacting us to discuss your childcare needs 

as soon as you have been able to, as this helps us to plan. 

We have worked with parents/carers and arranged to open school on the days where families need us over the Easter  

period (incl. Tues 31st March).  Please note that school will not be open on the days we do not have children booked in and 

our staff are not required for essential work over the Easter period.  This is to help us take care of our staff and also follow 

Public Health and government guidelines to minimise risks for all members of the school community. 

It’s important for you to stay in touch and inform us if your childcare needs change in the holiday please e.g. if you need 

emergency childcare to attend work to help respond to the crisis.  Please inform us on office@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk 

so we can arrange childcare for you either at our school or at another local school.  We are working closely with other 

schools who are also offering childcare for individual families in the school holiday, including Beighton Nursery Infant 

School and Mosborough Primary School. 

Alternatively, if any key worker families attend a  school across the city and are not aware of alternative emergency  

childcare that is available in their locality, a central request form is also available to them to arrange this at  

www.sheffield.gov.uk/form/schools-childcare/apply-for-emergency-childcare.htm. 

School meals during Easter 

During the Easter holiday, Taylor Shaw staff/school meals service will still provide the children attending our school with a 

hot school meal (on the days we have informed them we are open and have children booked in for childcare).  Please note 

that we have been informed that the ‘grab bag’ service for free school meal children being cared for at home will not be 

running during the school holiday, but that this will start again when the new term commences on Tuesday 14th April - so 

please do use this in the Summer Term!   



If you need support 

If, in the meantime, you have difficulty and are unable to buy food, it is vital that you get in touch.  If you have a social 

worker/MAST worker she/he will also be able to help.  If you are not supported by a service but are facing financial 

difficulty and are unable to buy food, please contact us a.s.a.p. via office@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk.  We can offer 

support including referring families to our local S20 Food Bank (s20foodbank@gmail.com).   

If you think you may be eligible for free school meals now or in the future, please apply at https://service.sheffield.gov.uk/

selfservice/L2_Portal.html?formname=FSM_SelfSReq_V3 . 

As we will not always be working in the school building over Easter we will be unable to answer the phone or pick up 

answerphone messages.  However, we are working remotely and will always monitor our emails, so please do keep in 

touch with us via email during school closure. 

If you have any questions, or need to get in touch with us, including about your childcare needs, please contact us at 

office@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk. 

Home learning information (checked in term time only) - homelearning@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk 

Plans for after Easter/the new term  

Our School will continue to be closed for most pupils until further notice.  We will, though, continue to rota our staff to 

provide childcare for our community for as long as we are able to do so; if you are a key worker or your child/ren are 

vulnerable, and you have not already done so, please contact us on office@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk to inform us when 

you need to arrange childcare from Tuesday April 14th . 

Class teachers will be sending home information about class learning to everyone on a weekly basis in the new term, but 

there are still lots of lovely ideas to be getting on with in the meantime on our home learning section of the website! :-)  

https://www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org/ 

Safeguarding Hub 

If you have any concerns about the welfare of a child or young person, and believe he/she may be at risk of harm, it is 

essential that you share this information with the Safeguarding hub.  Members of the public can call the Sheffield 

Safeguarding Hub on 0114 273 4855 at any time to discuss safeguarding concerns in confidence and, if necessary, 

anonymously. 

However, if a child or young person is in immediate danger, you must contact the police on 999. 

The Sheffield Safeguarding Hub Office hours are from 8.45am to 5.15pm (Monday to Thursday), and 8.45am to 4.45pm 

(Friday) at all other times, including Bank Holidays.  Calls will be responded to by the Emergency Duty Service. 

The Safeguarding Hub: 

Includes South Yorkshire Police Officers, Social Workers including Early Help Prevention and Intervention Social Workers, 

Independent Domestic Violence Advisers and Health staff 

It will respond to new concerns about vulnerable children and young people by providing an integrated service with swift 

and secure information sharing between professionals  

 

 

https://service.sheffield.gov.uk/selfservice/L2_Portal.html?formname=FSM_SelfSReq_V3
https://service.sheffield.gov.uk/selfservice/L2_Portal.html?formname=FSM_SelfSReq_V3


Keeping Fit and Well 

Information taken from ‘Guidance for the public on the mental health and wellbeing aspects of coronavirus (COVID-19)’ 

Consider how to connect with others: Maintaining relationships with people you trust is important for your mental 

wellbeing. Think about how you can stay in touch with friends and family via telephone, video calls or social media instead 

of meeting in person. 

Look after your physical wellbeing: Your physical health has a big impact on how you are feeling emotionally and mentally.  

Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals, drink enough water and exercise. 

If you are able to go outside, consider gardening or exercising locally (keeping the recommended 2 metres from others as 

outlined in the social distancing guidance).  If you are staying at home, you can find free easy 10 minute work outs from 

Public Health England or other exercise videos to try at home on the NHS Fitness Studio.  Sport England also has good tips 

for keeping active at home. 

Look after your sleep: Good quality sleep makes a big difference to how you feel mentally and physically, so it’s important 

to get enough.  Try to maintain regular sleeping patterns and keep good sleep hygiene practices – like avoiding screens 

before bed, cutting back on caffeine and creating a restful environment. The Every Mind Matters sleep page provides 

practical advice on how to improve your sleep. 

Think about your new daily routine: Think about how you can adapt and create positive new routines – try to engage in 

useful activities (such as cleaning, cooking or exercise) or meaningful activities (such as reading or calling a friend).  You 

might find it helpful to write a plan for your day or your week. 

Set goals: Setting goals and achieving them gives a sense of control and purpose – think about things you want or need to 

do that you can still do at home.  It could be watching a film, reading a book or learning something online.  

Keep your mind active: Read, write, play games with your family, do crossword puzzles, sudokus, jigsaws or drawing and 

painting etc. 

Take time to relax and focus on the present: For useful resources see Every Mind Matters and NHS’ mindfulness page. 

Please see the link below for the full publication    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/

guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19 

Thank you for all your understanding, and for the supportive messages we have received in school - these messages really 

are very much appreciated by every member of the team.   Although we only have a small number of children in school at 

the moment, we very much see your children as our children whether they are at home or at school, and we really do care 

about every member the school community.   

Please stay safe, take care of each other and do keep in touch about how you and your families are,   

Paula Bestall 

Thought for the day 

As Councillor Julie Dore (Leader of Sheffield City Council) stated, “We are here to support and care for you 

through this, and I know you will support and care for each other”. 



 


