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HALFWAY NURSERY INFANT SCHOOL 

 

Policy for Religious Education 

Aim 

The aim of religious education in Sheffield schools is that pupils will know about and 

understand a range of religions and worldviews and will express ideas and insights of 

their own into the significant human questions which religions address.  

 

Purpose of Study  

RE provokes challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about 

God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 

Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge and understanding of a range of 

religions and world views, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and identity. It 

should develop an aptitude for dialogue in pupils so that they can participate 

positively in our society which is diverse in relation to religions and world views. 

Pupils should learn how to study religions and world views systematically, making 

progress by reflecting on the impact of religions and world views on contemporary life 

locally, nationally and globally to increasing levels of complexity and depth. Pupils 

should gain and deploy the skills needed to interpret and evaluate evidence, texts and 

sources of wisdom or authority. They learn to articulate clear and coherent accounts of 

their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of 

others to have different views, values and ways of life. 

 

Legal Requirements 

The National Curriculum states the legal requirement that:  

“Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly 

based, and which:  

 Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of 

pupils at the school and of society, and  

 Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of later life.”  

 

And:  

 

“All state schools... must teach religious education to pupils at every key stage... All 

schools must publish their curriculum by subject and academic year online”  

(DfE National Curriculum Framework, July 2013, page 4).  

 

The statutory requirements for Religious Education in schools  

The main statutory requirements relating to RE in schools and the Local Authority’s 

responsibilities are in the Education Acts 1996 and 2002, the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998, the Children Act 2004 and the Education and Inspections Act 

2006. The Department for Education also published its current guidance in “Religious 

Education in English Schools: Non-Statutory Guidance 2010”.  

 

For further details on the legal requirements and guidance please see ‘Enquiring 

Minds and Open Hearts’ The Agreed Syllabus for RE in Sheffield 2014-2019. 

 



Teaching Approach 

The school has a curriculum planning framework, based on six concepts which are 

also linked to our assembly themes.   R.E. is taught within the context of the particular 

year group topic wherever possible.   Alternatively it may be taught through a specific 

R.E. mini-topic. 

 

The school’s scheme of work for R.E. is based on locally agreed Programmes of 

Study and Attainment Targets and the Sheffield Agreed Syllabus for R.E: ‘Enquiring 

Minds and Open Hearts’ The Agreed Syllabus for RE in Sheffield 2014-2019. 

 

Teaching Strategies 

In order to achieve our aims the material contained in the Programmes of Study and 

our Scheme of  Work for R.E. is explored, in a practical way, using a variety of 

teaching strategies where we immerse children in learning using the EDUcate model 

wherever possible.    

 

The curriculum for religious education aims to ensure that all our pupils:  

A. Know about and understand a range of religions and world views, so that they 

can:  

Describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which 

exists within and between communities;  

Identify, investigate and respond to questions posed by, and responses offered by 

some of the sources of wisdom2 found in religions and world views;  

Appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life 

and ways of expressing meaning.  

 

B. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of 

religions and world views, so that they can:  

Explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression 

influence individuals and communities;  

Express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses 

to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value.  

Appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion3.  

 

C. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world 

views, so that they can:  

Find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, 

purpose and truth, responding creatively;  

Enquire into what enables different communities to live together respectfully for the 

wellbeing of all;  

Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain reasons why 

they may be important in their own and other people’s lives.  

 

 

Pupils will be taught:  

Knowledge and understanding of religions and world views 

•Describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which 

exists within and between communities;  



•Identify, investigate and respond to questions posed by, and responses offered by 

some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and world views; 

•Appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life 

and ways of expressing meaning.  

 

Expression and communication of ideas and insights about the nature, 

significance and impact of religions and world views 

•Explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression 

influence individuals and communities; 

•Express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses 

to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value; 

•Appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion. 

 

Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world 

views 

•Find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, 

purpose and truth, responding creatively; 

•Enquire into what enables different communities to live together respectfully for the 

wellbeing of all; 

•Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain reasons why 

they may be important in their own and other people’s lives. 

 

Which religions and beliefs are to be studied? 

The Sheffield Agreed Syllabus requires that over half of the RE curriculum relates to 

Christianity. In addition, pupils will learn from the principal religions represented in 

the UK, in line with the law. These are Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and 

Judaism. Furthermore, children from families where non-religious worldviews are held 

are represented in almost all of our classrooms. These worldviews, including for 

example Humanism, will also be the focus for study.  

 

Religions are to be studied in depth as follows: 

 

 
Schools should consider the pupils they serve in 

deciding whether to go beyond the minimum 

entitlements to learning about religions, which are 

that pupils should learn from: 

Non religious world views 

in RE: Many pupils come 

from families and 

communities that practice 

no religion. Many people 

reject supernatural 

explanations of human life. 

It is recommended that 

pupils study non-religious 

beliefs and ways of life both 

before the age of 14 and 

during 14-19 RE. These 

may include examples such 

as Humanism and the ideas 

of people who describe 

themselves as ‘spiritual but 

not religious’. 

This is the minimum 

requirement. Many 

schools may wish to go 

beyond the minimum.  

Schools should consider 

the pupils they serve in 

deciding whether to go 

beyond the minimum 

entitlements to learning 

about religions and 

beliefs.  

Learning from 4 religions 

across a key stage is 

demanding: the syllabus 

does not recommend 

tackling 6 religions in a 

key stage. Depth is more 

important than 

overstretched  

5-7s Key 

Stage 1  

A minimum of two religions are to be 

studied. Christianity and at least one 

other religion (Islam is the 

recommended example. Judaism is a 

popular alternative). Religions and 

beliefs represented in the local area may 

also be chosen for learning. 

4-5s 

Reception  

Developing a growing sense of the 

child’s awareness of self, their own 

community and their place within this, 

children will encounter Christianity and 

other faiths found in their own 

classroom, simply. 

 



Time Allocation for RE. 

The national recommendation from all SACREs (Standing Advisory Councils for 

R.E.) is that 5% of curriculum time be allocated to the provision of Religious 

Education.   This is distinct and separate from Collective Worship.    

 

 This equates to approximately one hour per week and to comply with this, R.E. is 

normally included in each week’s teaching programme.   However, on occasions, R.E. 

may be provided using a modular approach, particularly where the topic concerned 

has a strong R.E. focus e.g. Special Things, Celebrations etc.   

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Planning for R.E. is done co-operatively by teachers in each year group.   Medium 

term (half-term) plans identify learning objectives, differentiated activities and 

assessment.   Shorter term (weekly) plans emphasise the learning objectives and 

details of the planned activities.   These plans and programmes of work are evaluated 

by the teaching staff throughout teaching using formative assessments which then are 

used to plan and adapt future lessons. 

 

The Co-ordinator for R.E. monitors planning to ensure that lessons have clear learning 

objectives and that there is progression in the content from year group to year group.   

 

Assessment 

Written and pictorial elements of R.E. are easily observed and retained, if appropriate, 

as evidence or to form part of a child’s Record of Achievement and Experience work 

folder.   Teachers also assess each child using the agreed school Foundation Subject 

Assessment record each term.   Each child’s annual report in Y1 and Y2 includes a 

comment on their progress in R.E. 

 

Resources 

Resources to support the teaching of R.E. include books, posters, clothes, pictures and 

artefacts from the Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faiths.   These are kept 

centrally in the Rainbow Room.   In addition there is a collection of books in the R.E. 

Section of the School Reference Library. 

 

Links with Assembly 

The themes for our assemblies are based on the same concept or key idea being 

developed throughout the school each half-term and which underpins each year 

group’s topic.   As the concepts or key ideas are concerned with personal and social 

education and development (e.g. community, values and beliefs, conservation and 

interdependence, communication etc.) there are strong links between R.E. and our 

assemblies.   See the School Policy for Assemblies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


