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A FEW “THANK YOUS”...! 

1. Star of the Week 

We know that all our children (and parents/carers too...!) deserve a big hug, a 'Well done!' and also a ‘Thank you!’ for  

trying their very best at home over the past couple of months, despite lots of challenges.  We have, therefore, added a 

'Star of the Week' certificate below for you to use to recognise your child's efforts at home - whether it is for being kind to 

a sibling, helping a grown up wash the dishes, tidying away their toys, efforts when learning at home, making their bed  

every day, toilet training at home, trying hard with our online phonics lessons, saying please or thank you, or something 

else equally as brilliant... please use this certificate to show your children how great they are.  We are so proud of each of 

them.  A full page copy of the certificate is also attached to this bulletin. 

 
 



 

 

2.  Drop and collection from school 

Schools have been asked to limit movement and operate ‘protective social bubbles’ to help minimise risk and 

reduce virus transmission in school.  We have, therefore, set up 6 social ‘bubbles’ in school which do not come 

into contact with each other during the school day.  Each ‘bubble’ accommodates around 8 children (due to the 

space needed for social distancing/health and safety measures etc.), and each ‘bubble’ group has to arrive and 

leave school at staggered times. 

If your child is part of one of these ‘bubbles’, I just wanted to say thank you so much for your support when 

dropping off and collecting your child in his/her allocated time slot.  This new drop off/collection system is 

working really well and it is due in no small part to your support, including not arriving before or after your 

child's allocated collection time.  This is a whole new way of working for all of us, but your support has made 

this new process a calm and happy one for the children coming into school :-)   

In line with the guidance that schools have been asked to share, please can we ask that only one adult attends 

the waiting area to drop off/collect children.  We also really appreciate that parents/carers are encouraging 

their children to socially distance as they wait to enter school.  This supports our efforts in school and ensures 

children from different groups do not come into contact with one another.  Thanks again :-) 

 

3. Remarkable reading at home 

Not only do we want to send a big thank you to those in school at present, but we also want to send out a 

HUGE THANK YOU to those at home for all your hard work, including regular reading using our online Bug Club 

resources.  Although class teachers may not be able physically to see all the members of their class in school at 

the moment, teachers are still working very hard to plan and share online learning packs for all children each 

week, and are also monitoring the learning at home weekly too by looking at online access to portals such Bug 

Club etc. to see how they are progressing. 

To say a big 'WELL DONE!' to children regularly reading at home, our Literacy Curriculum Lead, Mrs Timmons, 

has also looked through the Bug Club archives for children who are trying to beat her 'Remarkable Reading' 

challenge, and has been sending out new 'Remarkable Readers' certificates via email today.  These certificates 

are being sent to children who have read 3 or more books, and have also completed the comprehension  

quizzes within the books over the past week (8th - 14th June) on Bug Club.  If your child has not received a  

certificate for last week but would like to take part, it is not too late for them to join in too!  A reminder of how 

to log into the Bug Club is overleaf.  We are looking forward to seeing who will achieve certificates next week 

for their remarkable reading :-)  

 

 

 

 



Bug Club 

 

Hope everyone is enjoying using  ‘Bug Club’ to help you to access books that have been chosen especially for your child by 

their class teacher.  We love logging on and seeing all the fantastic reading that has taken place.   

To make the most of the online resources that we subscribe to, make sure you are also looking for the bug logo within 

each book.  This can occur on multiple pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where you see the bug make sure to click on it.  This will direct your child to a quiz section where they will answer 

questions based on the text they have read so far to help develop their comprehension skills. 

 

Answer the questions and click ‘Done’.  This will tell your child whether he/she got the question correct.  If any question is 

incorrect it will instruct your child to have another go.  Once the questions have been completed, the book icon in the 

bottom right hand corner should be clicked and your child can return to reading the text.  

When children have finished all of the quiz questions in a book, they will earn coins which they can then spend on 

‘rewards’ in one of the reward areas accessed via their homepage.  The more books and quizzes they complete, the more 

coins they earn!  

Happy reading! 



SCHOOL UPDATE 

Sheffield City Council’s recommended ‘Priority Criteria’ for school places during Covid-19 pandemic 

The health and wellbeing of children, families and staff remains our priority as we continue to work, as we have done 

throughout this pandemic, to support the work of the health and care system.  School places are limited across the UK at 

present due to the guidance schools need to follow to minimise risks and spread of Covid-19 (restricted school capacity is 

sometimes referred to 'Covid capacity' by Sheffield City Council). 

As you are aware, our school is almost at our maximum 'Covid capacity' at the moment due to our limited space, the age 

of our children, current guidance on social distancing and also the staffing we have available.  As shared with you 

previously, we also have increasing numbers of children of key/critical workers attending, so demand far exceeds our 

capacity.  Until the government revises guidance on social distancing, when we will hopefully be able to offer more places 

in school, we have very few additional spaces available at present. 

To make sure any additional school places we have are offered in a fair and consistent way, our school has adopted 

Sheffield City Council’s recommended 'priority criteria' (see list below, with group 1 being the most eligible when 

requesting a school place for a child already on our school roll).  We are now using Sheffield’s suggested criteria when we 

receive new requests for a child to return to school, which are in order of priority: 

1.       Children who are Looked After and those with a social worker  

2.       Children with an Education Health Care Plan  

3.       Children of critical workers who cannot be safely cared for at home 

4.       All other children of critical workers  

5.       Priority Year Groups (in our school, F2/Y1 etc.) 

6.       3 / 4 Year FEL (applicable for Nursery aged children) 

7.       All other children (in our school, this would incl. Y2) 

NB - If you are unsure whether or not you are a key worker, please see the government's guidance - 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-

schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision   

If you are in priority groups 1-4 but do not wish for your child to return to school up to the summer holiday, please contact 

us as your child’s place may be made available to a child in a priority year group moving forward.  We respect the decision 

of any parent/carer and will not be reporting attendance at this time. 

We will inform you of any changes to the above criteria going forward including in response to the Education Secretary’s 

update/s. 

 

A final thank you...  

Our priority will always be your children's safety and wellbeing, along with that of all members of our school community.  

We do very much want all our children back in school and miss them all very much, but this can only be when it is safe to 

do so.  Until then, we will continue to do what we can to support both children at home and at school with the limited 

resources we have.   

On behalf of the whole staff team - THANK YOU!  The support and understanding you have shown school and one another 

over the past 3 months has been overwhelming.   

Take care, stay safe and be kind to one another. 

 

Mrs Bestall 

 

 




