
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, and very importantly, this is the final week of home schooling before schools re-open on 8th March        !  Whilst it has 

been wonderful to be able to stay connected with our families at home during the current lockdown and to see how hard you 

have all worked on Zoom/Tapestry, as well as keeping in regular contact with our critical worker and vulnerable children who 

have continued to attend school, we are very much looking forward to seeing you all back together at school again next Monday.  

Please note—our new nursery starters have also been sent their start dates for w/c 15th March, once the children have settled 

back into school and nursery again.  The government believes rates will be safe enough for schools to re-open nationally next 

week, but it is really important that we keep following the rules to keep infection rates low and our school community safe.  This 

newsletter aims to share all the information you need to know about re-opening, as well as important information about events 

taking place this week such as World Book Day (...some of you need to enter Bake Off looking at your book related bakes.  Watch 

out Paul Hollywood...! Amazing—well done!). 

 

Wider opening of school for all pupils on 8th March 2021 

If you missed the letter I sent out recently about the plans we have in place to keep everyone safe and happy as the children re-

turn to school, please find the information below. 

When will my child return to school? 

Children in all year groups will return to school w/c 8th March, in line with government guidance (apart from new nursery start-

ers).  If your child has additional needs, and may benefit from a more personalised approach, our SENCo, Jo Lomas, will contact 

you to discuss how we can support him/her.  Likewise, if you have any questions or concerns after reading this newsletter, please 

do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 

What is my child’s start time/home time? 

All pupils will return to their usual class bubble with the same arrangements that we had in place in the Autumn Term, including 

the same staggered start and end times.  We hope school will, therefore, feel very familiar to the children!  A quick reminder of 

the timings: 
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Until normal school hours can resume, your child’s start/end time will be…. 

Y2 Crafty Chameleons Mrs Briggs/Mrs Bettinson 8:20am 2:30pm 

F2 Elmers Mrs Timmons 8:25am 2:35pm 

Y1 Rainbow Fish Miss Dale 8:30am 2:40pm 

Y2 Enormous Crocodiles Mrs Jordan 8:35am 2:45pm 

Y1 Hungry Caterpillars Miss Kay/Mrs Hibberd 8:40am 2:50pm 

F2 Gruffalo Miss Hughes/Mrs Briggs 8:45am 2:55pm 



 
 

 

What should we do when we come to school each morning? 

 Only one adult per family to attend site please to limit numbers 

 Arrive on site promptly at your allocated time (see above) – please do not arrive earlier than needed 

 Children must stand with their adult at all times on the school yard to avoid contact with other bubble groups 

 The same one way system is still in place across the yard.  Each morning, all adults and children must enter through the pe-

destrian gate on Rotherham Road.  All adults must then leave through the Station Road gate. 

 We request that adults who are not exempt wear a face covering on the yard as we know that social distancing can some-

times be difficult at busy times, despite the staggered drop off times etc. 

 Pupils and staff may use public transport where necessary, but please walk to school wherever possible and safe to do so. 

Where you do need to use public transport, please follow the ‘safer travel’ guidance for passengers. 

  

And at home time? 

 Please arrive on site promptly at your allocated time (see above). 

 At home time, the one way system will operate in reverse to keep children away from the Station Road gate.  This is for the 

children’s safety and to keep them away from the busy main road.  At home time parents/carers must enter through the 

Station Road gate, and wait outside class to collect their child.  Adults and children should then leave promptly using the 

Rotherham Road gate. 

 We will continue to supervise and open both gates, until further notice, so you do not need to touch the gates when arriv-

ing/leaving for your own safety. 

 Please do not gather in the yard and do not gather outside the school gate—keep the paths around school free, socially 

distance at all times and help to keep our school community safe.   

 

Health and safety 

We have structured the school day to meet the additional health and safety measures that are required under the current guid-

ance for wider opening.  Some of the key measures from our risk assessment (currently being updated by Sheffield City Council to 

ensure it is in line with guidance) are to: 

1) Minimise contact with individuals who are required to self-isolate by ensuring they do not attend the school. 

2) Ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances (in primary schools, adults wear face coverings in communal 

spaces/where social distancing is difficult.  Children in primary schools do not need to wear face coverings). 

3) Ensure everyone cleans their hands thoroughly and more often than usual. 

4) Ensure good respiratory hygiene for everyone by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

5) Maintain enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often. 

6) Minimise contact across the site and maintain social distancing wherever possible. 

7) Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 

 

 

 



 
 

In specific circumstances - 

8) Ensure staff wear the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) where necessary. 

9) Primary school staff can opt into regular asymptomatic testing 

Response to any infection - 

10) Promote and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 

11) Manage and report confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community. 

12) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice. 

 

Additional safety measures will also continue in school, such as - 

 Separate zones for each class/bubbles during all social times to minimise contact on the yard 

 Revise classroom layouts to avoid face to face working where possible etc. in line with DfE guidance 

 Signage to promote social distancing and good hygiene 

 A one-way system around the site when parents/carers drop off/collect children 

 Adaptations to timings within the school day to stagger movement around the building (e.g. lunchtimes) 

 A recovery curriculum to help the children settle back into school, support their wellbeing and move forward confidently 

with their learning, consolidating and building on all your hard work at home 

This is not an exhaustive list and there are many other adaptations in place to support your child.  Please contact us should you 

require further information. 

 

Attendance 

School attendance will be mandatory again for all pupils from 8th March, and pupils of compulsory school age must be in school 

unless a statutory reason applies.  For example, a small number of pupils may be unable to attend in line with public health advice 

to self-isolate because they: 

 have symptoms or have had a positive test result 

 live with someone who has symptoms or has tested positive and are a household contact 

 are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

Pupils who have been confirmed as clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) are advised not to attend school whilst shielding advice 

applies nationally.  Schools are able to request a copy of the shielding letter sent to confirm that they are advised not to attend 

school whilst shielding guidance is in place. 

Where pupils are not able to attend school due to clinical or public health advice related to coronavirus, the absence will not be 

penalised. 

 

 



 

 

Physical and Mental Wellbeing 

Despite the additional safety measures in place in school, we want to keep school as normal as possible for our children and fam-

ilies where we can.  If you have any concerns or questions, please raise these with your child’s class teacher as they will be ring-

ing parents/carers of children not currently attending school this week.  If your child is already attending school, but you have 

any questions around full re-opening, please speak to your child’s class teacher or contact me via the school office. 

As well as incorporating activities into the curriculum this week to support children both at home and school prepare for the full 

re-opening of school, teachers will be focusing on supporting the children to re-establish relationships and routines from w/c 8th 

March.  This will include lots of nurture work and PSHE activities for them to reflect on their experiences before they re-engage 

with the full curriculum.  We appreciate that some children may also require more focused pastoral support, drawing on external 

support where appropriate, to help us to provide them with the best education and care. 

Towards the end of the term, we will also arrange a Parent/Carer Consultation for you to speak with your child’s teacher or Key 

Worker to find out how they have settled in with their full class again and how they are progressing.  More information about 

this in the coming weeks. 

School meals 

The school kitchen remains open and is serving a choice of hot and cold lunches each day.  The lunch menu from 8th March is 

attached at the back to this newsletter for your information.   The dates corresponding to each week number are shown below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As school will be open again to provide all F2-Y2 children with a lunch, the voucher scheme currently in place for families eligible 

for income based Free School Meals will end this week as children can enjoy a school dinner each day again whilst at school.   

We will be able to continue to provide free school meal support to pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals 

who need to learn at home during term time because of isolation due to Covid-19.   

 

  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3  

1 March      

8 March       

15 March       

22 March       

29 March      (School closed on the Friday - Good Friday) 

5 April      (School closed all week - Easter holiday) 

12 April      (School closed all week - Easter holiday) 

19 April       

26 April       

3 May      (School closed on the Monday - bank holiday) 

10 May       

17 May       

24 May       

31 May      (School closed all week - Spring Bank holiday half-term) 

7 June       

14 June       

21 June       

28 June       

5 July       

12 July       

19 July      (School only open on the Monday and the Tuesday) 



 

 

Would you like to know more about schools re-opening? 

If you would like to know more about the full re-opening of schools, please just contact us!  The DfE has also published guidance 

for parents/carers— https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/22/all-students-to-return-to-school-and-college-from-8-march-and-

what-you-need-to-know/ 

The DfE has also updated its guidance for parents/carers in preparation for schools re-opening on 8th March— 

What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and

-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%

20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19 

 

 

Other updates…. 

 

Superkids Wraparound provision 

Our Superkids Club is open for wraparound childcare – both breakfast and after school club.  Please speak to Jenette on 2470564 

if you need to book a place for your child to support you to work, seek work, undertake education or training, attend a medical 

appointment, address a medical need or attend a support group etc.  Other extra curricular clubs will not start up again at the 

present time due to the safety measures in place at our school, including continued separation of different classes to avoid chil-

dren from different groups mixing. 

If you are using external childcare providers or out of school extra-curricular activities for your children, the DfE advises you to 

limit use of multiple out-of-school settings providers at the present time, and only use one out-of-school setting in addition to 

school as far as possible.  Please also check that providers have put in place their own protective measures. https://www.gov.uk/

government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-

covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-

19-outbreak. 

 

PE Challenge 4! 

Here is the next fortnightly PE challenge for the children—to have fun as they get fit!   

 Can you practise throwing and catching a ball? Can you throw it to someone in your house and then ask them 

to throw it and you carefully catch it?  



 
 

World Book Day 

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 4th March.  We have been busy thinking of ways to make the day fun and exciting - for 

children both at home and at school.  We have decided on a theme of a 'Bedtime story day' (so no need to worry about fancy 

dress outfits this year with most of the shops being closed and many parents/carers balancing home schooling and working from 

home!), so get those PJs ready for a day of book related learning and fun at home/school!   

Children at school will be enjoying book related activities all day and home learning on Tapestry will also be centred around sto-

ries too.  There will also be lots of pre-recorded stories to give all children the opportunity to enjoy books read by other staff 

from around school. 

Important online safety information for Zoom sessions on Thursday— 

Live Zoom sessions will also continue as normal on Thursday so children at home have an opportunity to share a story with the 

teacher leading the session that day.  If your child will be accessing Zoom sessions on World Book Day with you, the online safety 

guidance advises that children should not wear sleepwear or be in their bedroom when accessing online sessions (to model safe 

use of the internet to our young children).  We want everyone to have fun but also stay safe too, so why not make a reading den 

together to join in the live Zooms on Thursday, or snuggle down together on the sofa with a blanket and a teddy bear ready for 

the live story sessions  :-) 

2.  Book Bake Off Competition! 

As something a little different, we will be having a 'Book Bake Off Competition' this year.  To enter, all you need to do is select 

one of your favourite books and get creative with something to bake linked to the story e.g. carrot cakes for Peter Rabbit, rain-

bow coloured cakes to show off Elmer's colours etc.  Make sure you send us a photo (and maybe even the recipe) of your Book 

Bakes.  You can share your photos with us on Twitter by tagging us, or by emailing us at homelearning@halfway-

inf.sheffield.sch.uk. 

Please send your pictures to us by the end of Thursday 4th March and we will announce the winners on Friday 5th March (and 

announcing prizes that we will be giving out on Monday 8th).  We can't wait to see what you create! 

3. Stories through yoga 

To really bring those stories to life we have included some links to Cosmic Kids yoga story sessions on Tapestry so children can 

listen and join in familiar stories whilst practising their yoga skills. 

4. Reading Den Challenge  Create a space to enjoy a good book.   Use different materials you have around the home to build a 

den in which to read a book. Send us your den photos via Twitter, Tapestry or the home learning email address.  

5. The World Book Day website has lots of other fun and exciting activities to get involved with - https://

www.worldbookday.com/share-a-story-corner/ 

6.  More ideas?  Encourage children to write their own short stories and share these at home, or even with us on Tapestry, or 

why not complete a book review, telling people about a book you have read and whether you would recommend it to others.  

We hope you will join us in celebrating World Book Day, and can't wait to see all the fantastic fun you have! 

 

As always, we will continue to follow guidance and instruction from the government and Local Authority to keep our school com-

munity as safe as we can.  Whilst arrangements may need to change in light of new guidance, we can assure you that the health 

and safety of our school community will remain a priority for us. 

On a final note, a huge THANK YOU and WELL DONE to both parents/carers of children at home and those who have attended 

during lockdown.  You have all supported school and one another brilliantly over the past 12 months, and we cannot thank you 

enough; we think you all deserve medals!  Parents/carers and children who are home schooling… you are on the last lap and 

have all been superstars!  We hope that by continuing to work together we can keep our community as safe as we can as we re-

open, and we look forward to seeing you all at school on the 8th March. 

Stay safe and stay well, and see you next week! 

Take care 

Paula Bestall 



 


