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Who will my child’s class teacher be from September?  

We are so lucky to have such great staff team!  Whilst there are a few changes in our teaching team from September 

(due to staff leaving for/returning from maternity leave), we are confident that we have a highly skilled and dedicated 

team ready to welcome children back to school.  We hope this staffing plan also provides some groups of children with 

the reassurance that a friendly and familiar face will be there to support them when they return to school too.  Infor-

mation about what September will look like will be shared by the government. 

Nursery - Miss Maloney 

Miss Maloney has been working in the Nursery team since half term, so is already getting to know 

the brilliant staff team and some of our wonderful children and parents in Nursery.  If your child is 

due to return to/start nursery, she is looking forward to meeting you too! 

 

F2 (Reception)  

Miss Hughes - The Gruffalos (Mrs Briggs will also teach in this class every Wednesday from September) 

Mrs Timmons - The Elmers 

Both teachers are EYFS specialists and we are really looking forward to having such 

an experienced team in F2!  Miss Hughes will remain in F2 in September in her 

EYFS leader role, in addition to continuing as our Acting Deputy Head next year.  

Nursery children who are due to move to F2 after the summer break will also be 

excited to know that they are taking Mrs Timmons with them!  We hope this will 

be a great reassurance to them.  New F2 children for September will receive a 

letter this week to inform them of who their class/teacher will be. 

 

Year 1 

Miss Dale - Rainbow Fish 

Miss Dale will be teaching Miss Hughes's current class of children in September as they move into 

Y1.  She knows the current Gruffalo children are all absolute superstars and is really looking for-

ward to teaching them every day in her current classroom in the Y1 building!  :-) 

Miss Kaye and Mrs Hibberd - The Enormous Caterpillars 

Another familiar face in this class, as Miss Kay will move up to Y1 with her current 

class, with Mrs Hibberd teaching every Wed-Fri (in addition to being in school in 

her SEND role each Tuesday).  This class will be taught in Miss Maloney's old class-

room which is to the left of the Y1 building.  

 

 



 

 

Year 2 

Mrs Jordan - The Enormous Crocodiles 

Mrs Jordan is absolutely elated that she will be teaching Miss Dale's current class...again!  She has missed them 

so much since she was in F2 with them, and we are confident this will help the Y2s settle back into school in no 

time at all again in the Autumn Term. 

Mrs Briggs and Mrs Bettinson - Crafty Chameleons  

Mrs Briggs is excited to be back in her old classroom once more on Mon/Tues to teach Miss Maloney's current 

Y1 class, and Mrs Bettinson will also be teaching  this class each Wed-Fri.  These two teachers will be a dream 

team for Y2 as have both taught in Y2 for a number of years together.   They cannot wait to meet their new 

classes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 (those moving to Halfway Junior School) 

Miss Marklew will be teaching Mrs Jordan's current Y2 class 

Mr Hick will be teaching Mrs Hibberd's current Y2 class 

Both Y3 teachers really look forward to meeting our present Y2 children in September.  We have lots of phone 

calls and Zoom meetings scheduled this week to tell both Y3 teachers just how fabulous our current Y2s are, as 

well as share information with them re their strengths, predicted outcomes for Y2 (as SATs were cancelled na-

tionally this year) and areas to continue to support each child with in September etc. They will be lucky to have 

you Y2s, and we know that you will all be superstars at the Junior School! 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Supporting your children in preparation for September  
 

 
A Department for Education spokesperson has been quoted as saying the government is "working to get all pupils back 
in the classroom in September, because we know being in school is vital for their education and wellbeing.  Over the 
coming weeks, we will publish further information and guidance to help schools prepare for a full return in September”. 

The official guidance for September is now due, and we are super busy in school organising transition to help support all 
our pupils prepare for their next steps, whatever September looks like.  We know that moving on to new year groups is an 
exciting time, but understand it can also create uncertainties too.  We really do understand that this may be true in 
relation to this year more than most, and therefore have planned as full a transition programme as possible to support our 
children to understand that this academic year will soon be coming to close, to celebrate their amazing efforts at home 
and at school and also start to prepare for September too. 
 
Revised Public Health Sheffield guidance has just been received that confirms, with stringent measures in place to 
minimise risks, we are now also able to organise short visits to our school to support transition and wellbeing.  Each class 
will receive an email this week detailing dates/times/arrangement, but here is the overview of the plan...!  
 

 Visits to school in the last 2 weeks of term for children in our current F1/F2/Y1 classes 
This is an opportunity that is a little challenging for us to organise due to limited staffing ,bubble groups and social 
distancing etc. but one that we feel is really important to offer for our children’s wellbeing, especially for those who have 
not been able to attend our school since the end of March.  We are inviting each child and an adult to come onto the 
school grounds to see their current teacher again before the summer holiday.  On this short visit, current F1, F2 and Y1 
children will be collecting their F2/Key Stage 1 school report from their current class teacher, and F2/KS1 learning books 
from this year will also be prepared for you to collect/keep so you can celebrate progress over the year together.   
Children will also be given a ‘Welcome Pack’ to help them start to prepare for September in our school incl. a letter for 
them from their new teacher and a book with photographs of their new classroom to help them familiarise themselves 
with it.    
 

 Existing Y2 children due to leave our school this year  
The circumstances we find ourselves in together are far removed from those we would have wanted our current Year 2s to 
experience in their last term with us after 3-4 years at our school.  However, we are determined that our wonderful Y2s 
will leave our school with a socially distanced celebration to help support them and give them the recognition they 
deserve!   We would like to invite our Y2 children to attend school in small groups for a special little celebration after 
school in the final week….mini Y2 Leavers’ Picnics with their Y2 teacher/TA on the school field!   Reports and books etc. 
will also be prepared for you to collect.  Please, please be kind to us British summertime weather....! 
 

 Children new to Nursery and F2 in September 
Door step visits at the end of this week for staff to drop important transition forms off, with times allocated for one parent 
and child to call to school and drop these off again and meet a member of the team. 
 
As you can imagine, there are a lot of restrictions needed to ensure risks continue to be well managed for all visits into 
school incl. records of limited numbers on site in selected time slots to aid contact tracing if needed, and documents  
prepared and stored for 72 hours before collection.  Visits will be socially distanced and can only take place outside. 
 
If you would prefer us to email your child’s reports etc. to you rather than attending school (for example, if you do not 
want to attend or cannot due to clinical vulnerabilities), please contact school and we will email documents to you.   
 

 Online Class Assemblies—F1, F2, Y1 and Y2 to celebrate the year and to meet new teachers too! 
As our children have missed their class assemblies this year, each family will also be invited to a Zoom class based 
assembly after school with their current class teacher.  New F2/Y1/Y2 teachers will also be invited to say hello to you all, 
and introduce themselves to the children. 
 

 ‘This is Me!’ videos to help children get to know new teachers 
To help your child become familiar with new class teachers after pulling the year to a close with their current teacher, ‘This 
is me!’ videos of teachers will be sent home to help children get to know their new teacher better, and to familiarise them 
with new classrooms.  In September, we will build time in for children to visit new staff in their new classroom (if this is in 
line with guidance at the time) on the first few days back.  We will also hold a  ‘Meet the Teacher’ session for parents 
during the first few weeks of term to enable you to find out about new year group expectations etc.. 



‘Social bubble’ school places 

Thank you to parents/carers who contacted us by noon on Wed. 24th June to request one of a limited number of school 

places  that we had available.   Places in our Nursery, F2 and Y1 bubbles have now been filled using the priority criteria 

from Sheffield City Council (below).  Our Y2 bubble has 2 remaining places as this class is being taught in our large hall.   If 

you wish to be considered for a space in this bubble, please email office+bubbleplace@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk by 

Wed 1st July.  We will continue to allocate places in order of priority using the following suggested criteria for schools: 

1. Children who are Looked After and those with a social worker; 

2. Children with an EHCP; 

3. Children of critical workers who cannot be safely cared for at home (please send information re your role to school 

when making a request and we will contact you if we require any further information); 

4. All other children of critical workers e.g. those with another adult to care for them at home; 

5. Priority Year Groups; 

6. 3 / 4 Year FEL; 

7. All other children. 

We have been advised to keep our ‘Covid-safe’ social bubble sizes  the same for the time being (encouraging 2m social 

distancing where possible) whilst the LA seeks clarification from the government about any changes to social distancing 

guidance in schools.   We really do look forward to a time when it is safe enough to increase our group sizes so we can 

invite more children back into school, and will of course keep in touch with you when we are advised it is safe enough to 

do so. 

INSET/Training Days for next academic year  

These have been agreed with Halfway Junior School so the training days are hopefully manageable for parents/carers.  

Tuesday 1st September 2020  

Fri 23rd October 2020  

Mon Jan 4th 2021  

Fri Feb 12th 2021  

Wed July 21st 2021 

We are only having one closure day on 1st Sept. to prepare, as we would like all children to start back at school as soon as 

possible (if this is what the government and Sheffield City Council advise is safe for our school) .   We may use Wed 2nd 

September for children and parents to visit school to meet their new teachers/classrooms (if this is in line with guidance at 

the time) to support their transition and wellbeing.  Further information will be sent out about this when the government          

confirms plans for school.   

 

As always, thank you for your continued support in a time which I know is increasingly difficult for everyone.  

Parents often find out information relating to schools at the same time as we do, but we will continue to do 

our very best to  keep you informed of any updates going forward incl. government announcements and 

advice for Sheffield schools for September. 

  Take care, stay safe and be kind to one another. 

Mrs Bestall 


