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Headteacher: Mr Steve Varnam 
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Claire Ball 

5th May 2016 
Dear Families, 

New Assessment System Parent Consultation 
 
As you are all probably aware, over the last 2 years the government has phased out the use of national 
curriculum ‘levels’ in all schools across the country from Y1 onwards.  In response to this we began using 
STAT Sheffield, an assessment system devised by school leaders in Sheffield.  This system uses ‘learning 
steps’ instead of ‘levels’ to chart the achievement of children in Reading, Writing, Maths and SPAG.  Whilst 
this system really helped us to continue tracking children’s progress effectively in the absence of ‘levels’, 
we do feel it is now time to consider a more bespoke system; one that works from nursery to Y2, and 
charts the holistic achievements of all children and is a system that is easily understandable to parents.  
 
Recent feedback on report slips did indicate that parents found STAT steps confusing and that it was not 
clear what each step meant or represented in terms of learning and achievement.  We also found this to be 
the case with EYFS reports from F2, which talked about age bands (e.g. 30-50 months, 40-60 months etc.), 
which, again, were not meaningful to parents. 
 
We have been working on a new, whole-school system for use from September that aims to simplify 
assessment and make it more accessible, and therefore useful, to our families.  It employs a simple set of 
descriptors which will be used across all year groups, provides termly success reports to parents, and links 
in with our current system for setting pupil targets.  It also assesses children across the wider curriculum 
and celebrates all successes, not just academic.  We believe it will be more understandable and easier to 
use, providing an invaluable learning profile for each and every child.  We need your help first! 
 
Before we roll out our plans, we would like to consult with parents and show them the new assessment 
model.  We would like to talk through our plans and get your feedback.  It is vital that this new system is 
accessible to families and ensures children continue to ENJOY learning, are actively ENGAGED in learning, 
and make great PROGRESS. 
 
I would, therefore, like to invite all parents to a consultation meeting on either Monday 23rd May at 2pm, 
or Tuesday 24th May at 6pm.  Please complete and return the slip below if you wish to attend. 
 

Assessment Consultation Meeting - May 2016 
 
Name/s:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
    
I/We would like to attend the consultation meeting on: 
 

Monday 23rd May at 2pm*  or  Tuesday 24th May at 6pm* 
 

Please reserve __________ place/s.       *delete as applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 

  ‘Caring, sharing, learning for life’ 
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