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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

What’s 

Happening this 

Week? 

1-3 pm F2 Big PE 

3pm Karate After School Club 

3pm Choir After School Club 

3pm Gardening After School Club 1-3 pm Y2 Big PE 

3pm Disney Ballet After School 

Club  

 

 

Poetry Writing Workshops for 

every class in school with local 

author/poet Conrad Burdekin  

1-3 pm Y1 Big PE  

3pm Football After School Club 

3pm Pop Song and Dance After 

School Club 

And Next 

Week ? 

1-3 pm F2 Big PE 

3pm Karate After School Club 

3pm Choir After School Club at 

Westfield School 

3pm Gardening After School Club 

 

1-3 pm Y2 Big PE 

3pm Disney Ballet After School 

Club  

 

1-3 pm Y1 Big PE  

3pm Football After School Club 

3pm Pop Song and Dance After 

School Club 

Attendance for the week ending  13th 

March 2020 

Overall attendance for the week was 94.4% 

Upcoming Diary Dates 

Thursday 19th 

March 
Poetry Writing Workshops for every class in school 
with local author/poet Conrad Burdekin (still 
scheduled at present) 

 The Y1 class assemblies scheduled for 24th and 25th 
March have now been postponed until after the Easter 
holiday break. 

Please note - We do not have any plans to change 

or cancel after school club activities at present but, 

should staffing or external providers be unable to 

attend to lead after school club sessions, we may 

need to review this and will inform parents 

accordingly. 

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 96.4 

Crafty Chameleons 93.7 

Rainbow Fish 95.0 

Hungry Caterpillars 92.1 

Gruffalos 96.2 

Elmers 92.6 

Next Friends Group Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 30 April, starting 

at 5pm in the staff room. 
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Coronavirus 

We understand that you may be feeling concerned about Coronavirus at the moment, as we all are, and, in light of the 

continuing rise in confirmed cases, I wanted to share with you some of the measures we are taking to keep the school 

community as safe as possible.   

Children are reminded about the importance of handwashing regularly, and every child is being closely monitored during 

handwashing times.  These are at the beginning of the school day (please support by encouraging your child to wash their 

hands when they arrive at school), before snack time, before lunchtime, at the end of lunchtime/playtime and after PE/

sports.  

Some parents are sending their child to school with hand sanitiser.  While hand washing with soap and water is thought to 

be the most effective means of cleaning hands, the use of hand sanitisers is also useful.  If your child does bring hand gel, 

please make sure that it is clearly marked with your child's name so we can monitor that they only use their own. 

We carry out thorough cleaning procedures across school, including regular sanitising of seats and learning surfaces - 

including the cleaning of all handrails, door handles, sinks and taps.  

Our school will always be guided by local authority and national guidance.  As you are aware, our government has not 

shared plans to close schools at this present time, and the DfE stated that “No school should close in response to a 

suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England”.  Although we are not aware of 

any plans at present, should a decision be made in the future which means that we are instructed to close school you will 

be informed immediately.  We will ensure all efforts are made to support your child with any learning which can take place 

in the home environment - this may take the form of learning packs and links to online learning platforms/recommended 

internet sites etc.     

Given the ever changing news and advice about the Coronavirus and social distancing, our Family of Schools has decided 

that any larger performances arranged within our schools will be postponed.  At our school, this includes postponing the 

Y1 class assemblies for parents/carers, and also our Well Done celebration assembly in the last week of term.  Daily 

assemblies/collective reflection for the children will still take place in school, but these will happen in each individual 

classroom rather than in a much larger group in the hall.  NOTE: The Celebration Evening at Westfield planned for Monday 

23rd March has now been cancelled.   

We understand the disappointment that these changes may cause to staff, children and parents, but we hope you will 

agree that the health and safety of all individuals needs to be our priority.    

Please note - We do not have any plans to change or cancel after school club activities at present but, should staffing or 

external providers be unable to attend to lead after school club sessions, we may need to review this and will inform 

parents accordingly. 

Use 111 

For anyone concerned that they may have contracted COVID-19 or have any symptoms, please follow all up to date 

medical guidance - the NHS 111 online checking tool can be found at https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19.  This easy to use tool 

takes people through a series of questions and, then, provides clear advice at the end of the process. The 111 phone 

service is also available.  

HELPLINE 

The Department for Education has launched a Coronavirus helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to 

education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 



 

Milk 
 

If your child is already five, or will turn five during next term (i.e. after the ‘Easter’ holiday), and he/she wants 
to have a carton of milk in the classroom, it is time to order and pay for it (unless your child is entitled to 
income-related free school meals, in which case the provision of milk is for free). 
 
Children should have brought home an order form (on blue paper); please return the form and make payment 
online at www.hnipay.co.uk by Friday 20 March.  Spare forms are available from the drawers just inside the 
main school entrance door. 
 

Lost Property 
 

We have copious amounts of lost property (all without names in).  The items will be on display in the Link 
Corridor of the main building this week.  Any unclaimed items will be recycled. 
 

Baby news 

As well as Mrs Lomas’s exciting baby news, F2 children may have come home super excited last week after Mrs 

Hipkin shared news with them that she is expecting her second baby after the end of this academic year, with 

baby Hipkin being due around the end of August/beginning of September.  Big congratulations to Mr and Mrs 

Hipkin! 

 

Keeping clean and healthy in school 
 
Washing hands with soap and water for 20 seconds or more remains the best method of cleaning hands.  The 

Department for Education has issued a poster from Public Health England which includes advice on hand-

washing, including opportunities when, ideally, children should wash their hands.  These are relatively easy to 

implement and include -   

 At home before they set off to school 

 When having used the toilet 

 Before eating 

 After sporting activities 

In addition to this, Public Health England also suggests hand-washing after every break, and also on arrival at 

school.  

As well as regular handwashing, the “catch it, bin it, kill it” posters are also displayed around school to remind 

children how to deal with coughs and sneezes. 

 

 



 

 

NURSERY NEWS 

Donations please! 

We would be very grateful for all donations of items for the children to use in  making junk models. 

Voluntary contribution pot 

A pot for collecting £1.50 voluntary termly contributions is available this week in nursery.  These funds help us to buy 

special snacks to support our learning, make playdough for the children and also buy baking ingredients for them etc.  

Thank you for your support :-)  



 

 

Next Friends Group Meeting 

Thursday 30 April, 5pm, Staffroom 

Egg Decorating Competition 
The Friends of Halfway Nursery Infant School Group is 

organising an egg decorating competition for the 

children!  The competition is free to enter.  All prizes 

are being provided from the proceeds of the Easter 

Raffle. 

So hard boil an egg and decorate it any way you wish, 

then please bring your entries into the School Office on 

the morning of Tuesday 14 April, ready for the School 

Councillors to do the judging that morning. 

 

Easter Raffle 
The Friends of Halfway Nursery Infant School Group is 

organising a raffle to raise funds for the eggs for our 

Easter Egg Hunt, and for the prizes for our Egg 

Decorating competition.  Tickets cost £1 and are 

available from the classrooms.  We have 2 lovely cuddly 

bunnies for prizes, and 2 Strip History framed prints, 1 

for United and 1 for Wednesday.  The raffle will be 

drawn on Thursday 26 March. 

 

Summer Event Questionnaire 
 

We have sent out a questionnaire (on pink paper) to 

ask for your ideas about a possible event in the 

Summer.  Please complete this and return by Friday 20 

March so that we can get some plans into place. 

   

Sponsored Reading Challenge 
Please bring in your forms as soon as you can so that 

we can get the certificates made for all the children 

who’ve taken part. 

Friends Group:  What is it? 

Every parent\carer of a child attending our Nursery and 

School are automatically members of the Friends Group.  

It is a friendly and accessible meeting place for 

parents\carers, staff and others who are interested in our 

children, as well as a fund-raising vehicle.  Our meetings 

are very informal, and everyone is welcome. 

 

The Group (formerly known as HIP Group) plans events 

such as the Beach Party Summer Fayre, the 

Winter Fayre and the Autumn & Spring 

Discos.  It also organises the Christmas Card 

scheme, Easter Egg hunts, visits from Santa 

and lots of other great activities.  

 

Since its creation, the group has raised 

in excess of £50,000, which has been 

used to provide, amongst other things, 

new playground markings, classroom 

equipment and new technologies, as well as book bags, 

Christmas gifts and entertainers.  It also paid for the trim 

trail and story telling area. 

 

All our events are listed on our PTA Social page.  PTA 

Social is a simple way for the whole school community to 

plan school events together online, and get to know each 

other. For all the latest updates, and to volunteer to help 

out, just click the link below.  (if you aren’t a member yet, 

you will be emailed an invitation to join once you’ve 

clicked on the link). 

 

https://app.ptasocial.com/register/friends-hnis 

 

If you need more help, please contact any member of the 

Friends of HNIS committee: 

Chair:  Jenny Thorne 

(mother of children in Nursery F1 and F2) 

Treasurer:  Joanne Clare 

(can be contacted through PTA Social) 

Secretary & School Contact:  Lindsay Tatham (works in 

the School Office) 

Friends of HNIS 



 
Coronavirus Update 

Given the concerns about the Coronavirus we have taken the decision to postpone all our assemblies and parent’s evenings 

until after the Easter holiday. A new date for parent consultation meetings will be shared after Easter. The government ad-

vice appears to be changing as the virus spreads and we do not feel that it is prudent to run these events in this current cli-

mate. We are certain you will be disappointed, as indeed are we, however we know you will understand our decision.   

We have also been working in consultation with our Family of Schools. As such we have produced the following statement 

regarding the Westfield Celebration Evening.   

Given the ever changing news and advice about the Coronavirus and social distancing, the FOS will be moving their Celebra-

tion Evening back to the summer term (date to follow), this applies to all children who were due to receive an award and 

those who were singing at the event.  We have also decided that any performances arranged within our schools will also be 

moved back. We hope you agree that at the moment we all need to do what we can to minimise risk for all of our communi-

ties. 

Children who were due to receive ‘Learner of the Week’ on Friday will still have their achievements celebrated in class. 

We have also received confirmation that the Children’s University ceremony that was due to take place this week has also 

been postponed.  We will share any further updates you when we receive them. 

School will also continue to promote regular hand-washing. 

The school continues to stay regularly updated from the DfE and Local Authority and will apply any advice given.   

For further information regarding Coronavirus, please visit the Public Health England website at: 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public 

After school clubs 

Please note there are no after school clubs on Thursday 19th. 

Class Photographs 

Order forms for class photographs were sent home with children last week.  Year 6 children have two order forms, one for 

their own class and another for the whole of Y6.  Orders placed by 23rd March qualify for free delivery to school.  If you have 

any feedback about the new format of the photographs, positive or otherwise, please let the school office know.  

Sports Relief – Friday 13th March – Update 

Our school challenge was to see if we could collectively walk enough steps to get us up and down Mount Snowdon. As a 

school we managed to do 61,426 steps against our target of 49, 570!! Well done everyone!! 

Parents Group Meeting – Reminder 

Our next Parents Group meeting will be on Monday 23rd March at 3.10pm in Mr Hick’s classroom.  Children are welcome to 

stay at school while you attend the meeting.  Everyone is welcome! 

Halfway Junior 

School 


