
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you for attending our parent’s workshop on phonics and 

the teaching of reading. If you have any further queries or you 

wish to speak to a member of staff, please come and find me in 

my classroom and I would be glad to help you. 

 

Sarah Featherstone 

 

Or you can contact the school via any of the methods below.  
 
www.halfwaynurseryinfants.org 
School Tel: 0114 2482360 / 2472402 
Nursery Tel: 0114 2470564 
Fax: 0114 2482360 
Email: enquiries@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk 

 

  
 
 

Halfway Nursery Infant School 
Station Road, Halfway, Sheffield, S20 3GU 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Phonics - Information for Parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Learning to Read and Write.  
 

There are 5 stages to learning to write. These are not discrete stages, 

but are more like a flow from the first time your child held a crayon or 

paint brush, through into proficient writing.  

 

1. Awareness, exploration, or role play writing – Drawing or 

scribbling. Commonly referred to in school or nursery as mark 

making. This is when children realise they can control what 

appears on the paper, and that adults are interested in it! 

2. Emergent or experimental writing – This is where your child will 

attribute meaning to their writing and will be able to ‘read’ to you 

what they have written, but where there are no distinguishable 

letters or words. Writing will run left to write and often look like 

scribble or zig zags. 

3. Transitional or early writing – the child learns some letters of 

the alphabet (often the ones in their name) and begins to work 

those letters into their writing. Often they start to write 

correctly cvc words or simple high frequency words.  

4. Conventional writing – Writing follows the conventions of clumps 

of letters that form words, and spaces in between. There are 

distinguishable words and their writing can be read by someone 

who knows them well – a teacher or their parents.  

5. Proficient writing – This last stage is where the child is able to 

write using the correct grammar, spellings and punctuation. They 

have developed a personal style and they have a large vocabulary 

they can use in their writing.   

 

Where your child is along this flow is unique to them. Reading and writing 

are the hardest skills your child will ever have to learn, and only when all 

the bits that make up those skills are in place, will they be proficient. 

This may be when they are four, it may be when they are eight. Boys 

characteristically take longer the learn to read and write than girls, but 

each child develops at their own pace.  

 

 

 

 



Tip some corn four onto a tray. Carefully mix a little water with it. 

Add some glitter or some food colouring. Ask chn to write with their 

finger in the gloop. See if they can pick it up… 

 

Stick the tricky word cards around the room with blu tack. Challenge 

the children to find you a particular one. Do it with a stop watch 

running and try to beat your time.  

 

Spot words in the environment – on road signs and shops. Challenge 

them to find all the STOP signs on a journey. You could collect all the 

GIVE WAY ones. Give a point for each and see who wins. 

 

See how many of a letter or digraph you can find on a trip. Spot the 

letter g or the digraph sh and see how many you can find.  

 

Look in a newspaper together and with a highlighter try to find tricky 

or high frequency words. Circle all the times you see the or and. Or 

make it harder by finding all the connectives – and, but, so, because, 

therefore, furthermore etc. 

 

Play ‘I say, you say’. Sound out a word chopped up eg. C-a-t and 

challenge them to blend the word. Use letter sounds not names, and 

start simple with cvc words. When they are really good at this, ask 

them to do the chopping when you give them a word.  

 

Word searches – either bought, or you can make one online.  

Crosswords 

Scrabble 

Try different pens and materials to write on.  

Ask them to write shopping lists for you and then get them to read it 

at the shop to check you remember everything.  

 

Most of all, value every bit of writing they do, and praise them 

for it. Don’t be tempted to correct their mistakes, just reward 

them, lots, for trying.  

 

 Teaching your child to read is something that your child’s class 

teacher and teaching assistant will do. Do not feel pressured that you 

have to teach them any phonics, or reading strategies. The stress that 

this can cause will put strain on your relationship with them, and may 

end up in switching some children off reading and writing. The most 

important thing you can do is have fun with them, and be positive. 

However ‘gushy’ you might feel, children need praise in bucket loads! 

And remember, practise makes perfect. 

 
Ideas to try with your children  

 

Take some of the flash cards. Cut the high frequency words up into 

cards. Show your child each word and read it with them. Ask them to 

draw a picture that they associate with that word on the back of the 

card. Place the cards face down and ask them to find specific words.  

 

Take two sets of the words and play pairs with them.  

 

Mix up some mud, or find a muddy puddle and a stick. Ask the 

child(ren) to write each letter in the mud when you say it. Use letter 

sounds not names (although you could move on to letter names to make 

it harder). Try digraphs – eg ‘How do you write the ow sound in cloud? 

sound? Proud? Pound?, loud?’.  

 

Go on a walk and take some pictures. Print the pictures out and make a 

book. Your child can write a sentence about each page (you could even 

photograph them writing and add that to the book!).  

 

 

http://laptopclipart.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/free-clip-art-kids-reading.jpg


Glossary           Here are some words that 

are used in phonics! 
 

 

Phonics                           Phonics is how we read and write. 

We blend words to read and we segment words to write. 

We segment the words into phonemes. 

 

Phonemes                                    A phoneme is the 

smallest unit of sound in a word. For example, the word 

'cat' has three phonemes, 'c', 'a', 't'. When we 

are writing something down, phonemes are represented 

by graphemes. 

 

Graphemes                                 A grapheme is the written 

symbol of a phoneme. It is a letter, or group of letters, 

representing a sound. For example, the 'c' sound(or 

phoneme) can be written using the 'c', 'k' or 'ck' 

graphemes. 

 

Segmenting                                Segmenting consists of 

breaking words into their smallest units of sound 

(phonemes) to spell. We call this chopping the word up. 

 

Blending                                     Blending consists of 

building words from their smallest units of sound 

(phonemes) to read. 

 

 

 Digraph                                       A digraph is a two-letter 

grapheme where two letters represent one sound. For 

example, 'ea' in 'seat' and 'sh' in 'ship'. 

 

Trigraph                                      A trigraph is a three-

letter grapheme where three letters represent one sound 

(phoneme). For example, 'igh' in 'light'. 

 

Consonant cluster                    A consonant cluster is a 

group of consonants that creates a sound that does not 

include any vowel sounds. For example, 's','t' and 'r' create 

the 'str' sound in strap.  

  

Syllable                                    A syllable is part of a word 

and only contains one vowel sound. The word 'pocket' has 

two syllables, 'pock' 'et'. 

 

CVC                                       A word made up of Consonant-

Vowel-Consonant (e.g. dog). VC (at), CVCC (hump), CCVC 

(crab) etc. may also be used. 
 

Useful websites: 

http://parentphonics.weebly.com 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/ 

http://www.mrthorne.com/ 

Mr Thorne also has an app for iphones and ipads. 

 

 

http://parentphonics.weebly.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
http://www.mrthorne.com/

