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Welcome to our Weekly Bulletin, which we will email to all parents/carers whilst the school and nursery are closed to most 

pupils.  As well as a aiming to summarise important information for you during closure in relation to the current situation, 

we also want to keep in touch regularly with all our families  with a weekly  ‘Hello!’  :-)  

Keeping your children at home/Key workers 

In order to help minimise the spread of the coronavirus, the government has closed schools and are urging you to care for 

your children at home . The exceptions are children of key workers, and the most vulnerable children.  Children of key 

workers should be accommodated at schools where there is no other viable childcare alternative.  Such alternatives need 

to be ones which do not put a vulnerable adult at risk (e.g. a person over 70 or other vulnerable category involved).     You 

will have received a letter outlining who is considered a ‘key worker’  and can find full details at https://www.gov.uk/

government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local

-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision  

If your work does fall into one of the key worker categories, and you are not able to arrange care for your child at home, 

we ask you please to ensure you keep the school informed  of the days and times that your child will be attending, and 

whether you require breakfast club or after school Superkids care.  It is vital that you provide this information as soon as 

you are able to please in order for the school to provide sufficient staffing for these children. As you can imagine,  staffing 

in school is very limited at present due to capacity and steps needed to ensure the health and wellbeing of both staff and 

children.  You can keep us informed by phoning 0114 248 2360 or emailing office@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk please.  In 

the upcoming weeks, we will provide a form to for you to complete on a weekly basis, although do appreciate that the 

working pattern of our critical response parent/carers may be changeable. 

Free School Meals still available—grab a ‘grab bag’ now! 

If your child is eligible for free school meals but you are choosing to care for your child at home during school closures, 

please remember that they are still entitled to a free school lunch!  Please ring the office to order your child’s ‘grab bag’ 

lunch before 9:30am each day and collect a lunch to go at 11:30am each school day in term time!  Please note— do not 

attend site if your child is not attending due to self-isolation/illness in the family to help keep everyone safe. 

Learning and wellbeing at home 

We would like to support and help develop the children’s learning and wellbeing at home during school closures  -            

we appreciate that keeping children engaged in their learning whilst at home may not always be easy! We have, therefore, 

prepared Learning Packs for your child that can be completed both independently and/or with adult support.  Home  

Learning Packs, tailored to each year group, can be downloaded from the school website via links on the home page 

https://www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org/.  During school closure staff will refresh these to keep learning up to date 

and relevant for the children—we were ambitious and have loaded lots on there to keep you going over the next few 

weeks, and will then be refreshing the packs and content on weekly basis after the Easter holiday.  The teachers are being 

very creative with ideas they would like to use after Easter to keep in touch with the children, such as videos to say hello 

and read the class a story etc. —so watch this space! 

In addition to the learning packs, you will also have received your child’s learning platform log-ins for the following sites 

that are specifically tailored to the curriculum we offer in school—PurpleMash (Whole School), Bug Club (F2, Y1 and Y2) 

(Revised log in details: User name  - harllong,  Password  - halfway1)  and Times Tables Rock Stars (Y1 and Y2). 

Other free resources to access include www.twinkl.co.uk/offer (UKTWINKLHELPS offer code—parent access option). 
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Keeping Fit and Well 

This will be a regular feature of this weekly bulletin as we want to get the children active to help keep their mind and body 

healthy and well.   

It is super important to look after your and your family’s mental well being  and physical health during these 

unprecedented times:  

 Stay in touch with family and friends over the phone or together online to help you stay connected with the ones 

you love!  This can be great to avoid low mood and combat loneliness and is particularly important for those living 

alone who are self isolating. 

 Try to keep yourself busy with things you enjoy at home and develop a routine – you could try activities like 

cooking, reading, online learning and watching films 

 Look after your body! Do light exercise regularly if you feel well enough to, eat healthily and drink plenty of water 

to stay hydrated – taking frequent sips is good to keep the throat lubricated 

 Do not stay glued to the news! When keeping up to date, just listen to trustworthy sources – such as  GOV.UK or 

the NHS website to find out important facts. Always fact-check information from social media or other people 

 Take time to relax and sleep well    zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz  

 There is some excellent advice on keeping minds healthy on the next page too! 

The advice on how each of us can help limit the spread of the coronavirus, though well publicised, is worth repeating here.  

Everyone has a responsibility to contribute to managing the virus outbreak.  Remember, even if you are young and feel 

in perfect health, you can still be a carrier of the virus.  Please follow all the government guidance on https://www.nhs.uk/

conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ incl. social distancing, washing your hands regularly for 20 seconds, catch it/bin it/kill it 

for coughs and sneezes, and following all advice about possible symptoms on NHS 111 online.  

You'll need to stay at home if you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or live with someone who does.  Staying at 

home means you should: 

 not go to work, school or public areas 

 not use public transport or taxis 

 not have visitors, such as friends and family, in your home 

 not go out to buy food or collect medicine – order them by phone/online or ask someone to drop them off at your 

home https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/  

  

 

 

Would you like more advice?   

The NHS Every Mind Matters has great ideas and tips on staying healthy and well :-) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/  
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